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	 Ibn	Al-Jawzi	 said:	“…And	while	you	are	addicted	 to	
many	 sins,	 you	 throw	 in	 some	worship!	 By	Allah	 this	 is	 the	
plotting	itself.”
	 My	 beloved	 fellow	 Muslims,	 may	 Allah	 (SWT)	 have	
mercy	 on	 me	 and	 you,	 why	 do	 we	 continue	 behaving	 in	 a	
fashion	 that	we	 think	we	are	beating	Allah’s	 system	and	we	
are	outsmarting	the	rules	of	this	religion?	
	 When	Allah	(SWT)	turned	some	of	the	Israelites	into	
apes	and	pigs,	it	was	not	because	they	killed	the	messengers,	
or	asked	to	see	Allah	(SWT),	or	even	for	worshipping	the	calf,	
but	it	was	indeed	a	punishment	for	plotting	against	Allah	and	
cutting	corners	 thinking	 they	can	overcome	the	 restrictions.		
When	they	set	their	traps	and	nets	on	Friday,	so	the	fish	can	
get	caught	on	Saturday,	they	thought	they	had	outsmarted	the	
laws	put	forward	by	Allah	(SWT).		Did	not	they	know	that	Allah	
knows	what’s	in	their	hearts	and	in	their	minds?	
	 These	 days,	 you	 find	 one	 of	 us	 dealing	 with	 usury,	
selling	alcohol,	 fornicating,	or	slandering	yet	he	manages	to	
justify	 his	 behavior	 and	 coming	 up	 with	 all	 sort	 of	 excuses	
all	the	while	neglecting	the	fact	that	Allah	(SWT)	knows	him	
better	 that	 he	 knows	 himself!	 	 The	 strangest	 of	 all	 is	 the	
example	of	the	two	registers	(i.e.,	check	out	counters)	at	the	
local	convenience	stores:	halal	money	goes	in	one,	and	haram	
money	goes	into	the	other	for	bills!	By	Allah,	this	is	plotting!
Dear	believing	Muslim	brother	and	sister,	Ramadan	is	coming	in	
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	 The	best	thing	about	the	month	of	Ramadhaan	is	that	
it	is	a	time	of	purification.	And	because	of	that	I	would	like	to	
make	my	point	to	in	a	pure,	plain,	and	blunt	manner.	I	hope	
that	you	will	agree	with	me	that	certain	issues	must	be	dealt	
with	head	on,	and	 that	 it	makes	good	 sense,	 sometimes,	 to	
talk	and	 listen	to	one	another	 in	a	way	that	 shows	we	have	
the	 courage	 to	 stand	 our	 ground	 no	 matter	 how	 hard	 the	
consequences	may	be.
	 Ramadhaan	is	a	time	of	abstinence	from	our	everyday	
luxuries.	But	it	is	not	only	food	and	drink	that	I	am	referring	
to.	As	Ramadhaan	approaches	many	of	us,	or	so	 I	hope,	will	
resolve	to	do	away	with	music	and	television	and	the	stronger	
of	us	may	even	give	up	the	internet	except	for	what	is	seriously	
essential.	Free	from	these	daily	distractions	we	have	a	hope	
of	 focusing	 our	 attention	 on	 the	 only	 thing	 that	 matters:	
becoming	mindful	of	the	Almighty	and	drawing	closer	to	Him.	
We	will	watch	 our	 language	 and	 carefully	 guard	 our	 speech	
to	avoid	backbiting	or	lying.	We	will	frequent	the	masjid	and	
those	of	us	who	would	otherwise	miss	prayer	will	become	more	
heedful.
	 Our	Prophet	Muhammad,	sallallaahu	alayhi	wa	sallam,	
told	 that	when	Ramadhaan	comes	 the	gates	of	Paradise	are	
opened	and	the	devils	are	chained.	We	are	told	to	fast	for	the	
sole	purpose	of	gaining	Taqwa	(consciousness	of	Allaah).	Allaah	
says	in	the	Quran	(what	means):	“O	you	who	believe,	fasting	
has	been	prescribed	upon	you	as	it	has	been	prescribed	upon	
those	 before	 you,	 so	 that	 you	 may	 attain	 Taqwa.”	 [Quran,	
2:183]	Ramadhaan	 is	 the	month	when	our	 sins	are	 forgiven,	
our	prayers	answered,	our	good	deeds	multiplied.	One	would	
be	a	fool	not	to	take	advantage	of	it.
	 But	 I’d	 like	 to	present	myself	 and	my	 fellow	young	
Muslims	with	a	challenge	this	Ramadhaan.	Rather,	I	should	say,	
after	this	Ramadhaan.
	 Let	me	ask	a	few	questions	that	I	am	sure	have	phased	
all	 of	 us	 after	 the	 conclusion	 of	 this	month.	 Is	 our	 journey	
towards	Taqwa	exclusive	to	only	one	month	of	the	year?	After	
‘Eed	Al-Fitr	passes,	do	we	just	no	 longer	desire	closeness	to	
Allaah?	Are	we	 so	 inescapably	 addicted	 to	 the	 diversions	 of	
this	worldly	life	that	we	cannot	stray	from	them	for	but	one	
month	of	the	year?	This	may	end	up	being	the	case,	but	why	
must	it	be	so?	Ramadhaan	is	undoubtedly	a	special	month.	We	
are	motivated	to	do	good	deeds	during	this	period	more	than	

A Ramadhaan 
resolution
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any	other	time	of	the	year.
	 And	 so	here	 is	where	 the	 challenge	 comes	 in.	We	must	
continue	our	gracious	struggle	towards	Taqwa	throughout	the	year,	
indeed,	throughout	our	lives.	As	Muslims,	we	practice	our	religion	
in	every	aspect	of	our	existence,	at	every	moment	we	live.	Islam	is	
not	simply	a	religion	we	adopt	once	a	week,	or	once	a	year.	It	is	a	
constant	effort	to	gain	greater	faith	through	all	of	our	actions,	day	
and	night,	Ramadhaan	or	not.
	 I	 ask	my	 fellow	brothers	 and	 sisters	 to	 not	 revive	 their	
mp3	 collections	 on	 ‘Eed	 day,	 to	 not	 bring	 their	 televisions	 and	
computers	 back	 to	 life	 after	 a	 long	month	 of	 fast.	 To	 continue	
watching	 their	 tongues,	 and	 being	 observant	 of	 their	 prayer.	 It	
will	be	a	struggle,	no	doubt,	but	Allaah	promises	help	those	who	
strive	for	His	sake	Saying	(what	means):	“As	those	who	strive	in	Our	
cause,	We	will	surely	guide	them	in	Our	paths.	And	indeed,	Allaah	
is	with	the	doers	of	good.”	[Quran,	29:69]
	 A	mission	 even	 as	 simple	 as	 “doing	 good”	 is	 extremely	
difficult	at	first,	with	Satan’s	whispers	deafening	our	ears	and	the	
worldly	life’s	pleasures	blinding	our	eyes.	But	according	to	Allaah’s	
promise,	 if	 we	 patiently	 persevere,	 Allaah	 will	 guide	 us,	 thus	
making	our	paths	easier.	So	as	difficult	as	it	may	sound	now,	giving	
up	the	things	that	take	us	away	from	Allaah	will	get	easier	every	
day,	until	it	becomes	natural.	It	is	in	man’s	innate	nature	to	seek	
Allaah,	so	it	cannot	be	so	hard	after	all.	Allaah	says	in	a	Hadeeth	
Qudsi:	“And	if	he	(My	Slave)	draws	near	to	Me	a	hand’s	span,	I	draw	
near	to	him	an	arm’s	length;	and	if	he	draws	near	to	Me	an	arm’s	
length,	I	draw	near	to	him	a	fathom’s	length.	And	if	he	comes	to	
Me	walking,	I	go	to	him	at	speed.”	[Al-Bukhaari	and	Muslim]
	 If	we	continue	to	make	an	effort	to	reach	Allaah,	He	will	
make	our	sacrifices	easier	and	reward	us	thereafter.
	 This	 year,	 let	 us	 make	 our	 Ramadhaan	 resolutions	 last	

02  The Strangers

two	weeks,	so	let’s	do	it	together,	and	let’s	show	Allah	(SWT)	that	we	
are	individuals	who	want	to	change	the	conditions	of	this	Ummah.		
Take	the	oath	and	build	the	will	and	have	the	determination	to	be	
able	to	say	at	the	end	of	the	month,	HERE	IS	MY	BOOK	OF	DEEDS!	
READ	IT	IF	YOU	WISH!	So	let’s	all	get	into	the	caravan;	the	one	that	
is	heading	to	paradise	as	wide	as	the	heavens	and	the	earth.
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a	lifetime.	Let	us	begin	this	blessed	month	with	the	intention	
of	 transformation.	 Let	 us	 struggle	 for	 the	 sake	 of	Allaah	 day	
after	day.	Let	us	chain	Satan	and	work	hard	to	keep	our	gates	to	
Paradise	wide	open	even	after	Ramadhaan.	Let	us	give	the	fruits	
of	our	fasting	a	true	chance	to	last	more	than	a	month,	a	chance	
of	influence	our	everyday	lives,	and	eventually	our	Hereafter.
Let	us	resolve	to	shape	our	lifetime	and	our	eternity.

	

...continue from page 1A Ramadhaan resolution

Fasting the Middle of Sha’aban
Praise	be	to	Allaah.			
Firstly:	 What	 is	 narrated	 concerning	 the	 virtue	 of	 praying,	
fasting	and	worshipping	on	the	fifteenth	of	Sha’baan	(al-nusf	min	
Sha’baan)	does	not	come	under	the	heading	of	da’eef	(weak),	
rather	it	comes	under	the	heading	of	mawdoo’	(fabricated)	and	
baatil	(false).	So	it	is	not	permissible	to	follow	it	or	to	act	upon	
it,	whether	that	is	in	doing	righteous	deeds	or	otherwise.	
A	 number	 of	 scholars	 ruled	 that	 the	 reports	 concerning	 that	
were	 false,	 such	 as	 Ibn	 al-Jawzi	 in	 his	 book	 al-Mawdoo’aat,	
2/440-445;	 Ibn	 Qayyim	 al-Jawziyyah	 in	 al-Manaar	 al-Muneef,	
no.	174-	177;	Abu	Shaamah	al-Shaafa’i	in	al-Baa’ith	‘ala	Inkaar	
al-Bida’	wa’l-Hawaadith,	124-137;	al-‘Iraaqi	in	Takhreej	Ihyaa’	
‘Uloom	 il-Deen,	 no.	 582.	 Shaykh	 al-Islam	 [Ibn	 Taymiyah]	 nar-
rated	that	there	was	consensus	on	the	fact	that	they	are	false,	
in	Majmoo’	al-Fataawa,	28/138.	
Shaykh	Ibn	Baaz	(may	Allaah	have	mercy	on	him)	said	in	Hukm	
al-Ihtifaal	bi	Laylat	al-Nusf	min	Sha’baan	(Ruling	on	celebrating	
the	fifteenth	of	Sha’baan):	
Celebrating	 the	 night	 of	 the	 fifteenth	 of	 Sha’baan	 (Laylat	 al-
Nusf	min	Sha’baan)	by	praying	etc,	or	singling	out	this	day	for	
fasting,	is	a	reprehensible	bid’ah	(innovation)	according	to	the	
majority	of	scholars,	and	there	is	no	basis	for	this	in	sharee’ah.	
And	he	(may	Allaah	have	mercy	on	him)	said:		
There	is	no	saheeh	hadeeth	concerning	the	night	of	the	fifteenth	
of	 Sha’baan	 (Laylat	 al-Nusf	min	 Sha’baan).	All	 the	 ahaadeeth	
that	have	been	narrated	concerning	 that	are	mawdoo’	 (fabri-
cated)	and	da’eef	(weak),	and	have	no	basis.	There	is	nothing	
special	about	this	night,	and	no	recitation	of	Qur’aan	or	prayer,	
whether	 alone	 or	 in	 congregation,	 is	 specified	 for	 this	 night.	
What	some	of	the	scholars	have	said	about	it	being	special	is	a	
weak	opinion.	It	is	not	permissible	to	single	it	out	for	any	spe-
cial	actions.	This	is	the	correct	view.	And	Allaah	is	the	Source	of	
strength.	Fataawa	Islamiyyah,	4/511.	

Secondly:	Even	if	we	assume	that	the	hadeeth	is	da’eef	(weak)	
and	 not	 mawdoo’	 (fabricated),	 the	 correct	 scholarly	 view	 is	
that	weak	ahaadeeth	should	not	be	followed	at	all,	even	if	they	
speak	of	righteous	deeds	or	of	targheeb	and	tarheeb	(promises	
and	warnings).	The	saheeh	reports	are	sufficient	and	the	Muslim	
has	no	need	to	follow	the	da’eef	reports.	Nothing	is	known	in	
Islam	to	suggest	that	this	night	or	day	is	special,	either	from	the	
Prophet	(peace	and	blessings	of	Allaah	be	upon	him)	or	from	his	
companions.	
The	scholar	Ahmad	Shaakir	said:	There	is	no	difference	between	
rulings	 or	 righteous	deeds;	we	do	not	 take	 any	of	 them	 from	
da’eef	 reports,	 rather	no	one	hast	he	 right	 to	use	any	 report	
as	evidence	unless	it	is	proven	to	be	soundly	narrated	from	the	
Messenger	of	Allaah	(peace	and	blessings	of	Allaah	be	upon	him)	
in	a	saheeh	or	hasan	hadeeth.	Al-Baa’ith	al-Hatheeth,	1/278.	
For	more	information,	see:	al-Qawl	al-Muneef	fi	Hukm	al-‘Aml	
bi’l-Hadeeth	al-Da’eef.		And	Allaah	knows	best.

	



Al Ghurabaa  |  03

  TAFSIR Al-Humazah

03  Qura’an

1.	Woe	to	every	scorner	and	mocker

2.	Who	collects	wealth	and	[continuously]	counts	it.

3.	He	thinks	that	his	wealth	will	make	him	immortal.

4.	No!	He	will	surely	be	thrown	into	the	Crusher.

5.	And	what	can	make	you	know	what	is	the	Crusher?

6.	It	is	the	fire	of	Allaah,	[eternally]	fueled,

7.	Which	mounts	directed	at	the	hearts.

8.	Indeed,	it	[i.e.	Hellfire]	will	be	closed	down	upon	them

9.	In	extended	columns

The explanation:

“Woe to every scorner and mocker”	

That	is,	who	holds	people	in	contempt	and	belittles	them,	as	in	the	
Words	of	Allaah,	the	Most	High,	which	mean:”[And]	scorner,	going	
about	with	malicious	gossip.”[Quran,	68:	11]	That	is,	according	to	
Ibn	 ‘Abbaas	 and	Qataadah,	may	Allaah	be	pleased	with	 them,	a	
backbiter	who	goes	about	amongst	 the	people	 sowing	dissension	
and	discord	between	them,	carrying	tales	and	causing	corruption.	
It	 is	narrated	by	Al-Bukhaari	and	Muslim,	may	Allaah	have	mercy	
upon	 them,	 that	 the	 Messenger	 of	Allaah,	 sallallaahu	 alayhi	 wa	
sallam,	was	passing	by	 two	graves	and	he,	 sallallaahu	alayhi	wa	
sallam,	said:	
“Assuredly,	they	are	both	being	punished,	not	for	a	major	sin,	but	
because	one	of	them	did	not	clean	himself	after	urinating	and	the	
other	used	to	carry	tales.”	[Al-Bukhaari	and	Muslim]
Imam	Ahmad,	may	Allaah	have	mercy	upon	him,	has	narrated	that	
Hudhayfah,	may	Allaah	 be	 pleased	with	 him,	 said:	 “I	 heard	 the	
Messenger	 of	Allaah,	 sallallaahu	 alayhi	 wa	 sallam,	 saying:	 “The	
tale-bearer	will	not	enter	Paradise.”	[Muslim]

“Who collects wealth and [continuously] counts it.”

That	 is,	who	hoards	his	money	and	occupies	himself	 in	 counting	
it,	like	a	miser,	as	in	Allaah’s	Words,	which	mean:”And	collected	
[wealth]	and	hoarded	it.”	[Quran	70:	18]	His	wealth	diverts	him:	All	
day	he	spends	time	counting	and	piling	up	his	money	and	at	night,	
he	sleeps	like	a	rotting	corpse.

“He thinks that his wealth will make him immortal.”

That	is,	he	believes	that	his	accumulated	wealth	will	prolong	his	
life	in	this	world.	
“No!!”
That	is,	the	matter	is	in	no	way	as	he	supposes.

“He will surely be thrown into the Crusher”	

That	is,	surely,	the	one	who	piles	his	wealth	in	a	miserly	manner	
will	be	thrown	in	a	crushing	fire	which	burns	up	to	the	heart	while	
he	is	still	alive.

“ And what can make you know what is the 
Crusher? It is the fire of Allaah, [eternally] fueled, 
which mounts directed at the hearts.”

Thaabit,	may	Allaah	be	pleased	with	him,	said:	“It	means	that	
it	(the	fire)	burns	them	up	to	their	hearts	while	they	are	alive.”	
Then,	he	said,	“The	punishment	reaches	its	climax.”	-	At	this	
point,	Thaabit	began	to	cry	(at	the	thought	of	such	a	terrible	
torment).	According	to	Muhammad	Ibn	Ka’b,	may	Allaah	have	
mercy	upon	him,	the	fire	eats	away	the	flesh	of	the	body	until	
it	reaches	up	to	the	heart,	then	it	proceeds	up	to	his	throat,	
then	it	commences	again	with	his	body.

“ Indeed, it [i.e. Hellfire] will be closed down 
upon them”

There	 is	 no	 escape	 for	 them	 from	 it,	 nor	 any	 relief	 since,	
according	 to	 Ibn	 ‘Abbaas,	 the	Arabic	word	Mu’sadah	used	 in	
this	verse	means	that	 it	 (the	fire)	 locks	all	doors	upon	them	
so	that	there	is	no	escape.	Qataadah,	may	Allaah	be	pleased	
with	him,	said	it	means	a	fire	that	blocks	out	all	the	light	and	
prevents	any	exit	from	it,	while	Ad-Dahhaak,	may	Allaah	have	
mercy	upon	him,	said	it	means	an	all-encompassing	fire	from	
which	there	is	no	door	by	which	to	exit.	
According	 to	Abu	 ‘Imraan	Al-Jawni,	 may	Allaah	 have	 mercy	
upon	him,	“When	the	Day	of	Resurrection	comes,	by	Allaah’s	
command,	 every	 tyrant,	 every	 devil	 and	 every	 person	 who	
used	 to	 fear	 people	 (rather	 than	Allaah)	will	 be	 fettered	 in	
irons,	then	Allaah	will	order	that	they	be	thrown	into	the	Fire	
and	they	will	be	covered	by	it,	then	-	by	Allaah	-	their	feet	will	
not	be	able	to	obtain	any	position	on	the	ground	-	ever;	nor	will	
they	be	able	to	see	the	sky	from	it,	for	their	eyes	will	never	be	
able	to	close	in	sleep,	nor	–	by	Allaah	–	will	they	taste	therein	
any	cold	(refreshing)	drinks	–	ever.”	[Ibn	Abi	Haatim]

“In extended columns”

‘Atiyah	Ibn	‘Awfi,	may	Allaah	have	mercy	upon	him,	said	that	it	
means	columns	of	iron,	while	As-Suddi,	may	Allaah	have	mercy	
upon	him,	said,	“It	means	columns	of	fire.”	Qataadah	said	that	
according	to	 Ibn	‘Abbas,	 it	means	the	doors	(of	the	fire)	are	
extended.	Al-’Awfi	also	attributes	to	Ibn	‘Abbaas	that	it	means	
that	Allaah	will	place	them	in	the	Fire	with	extended	columns	
over	them,	buttressed	by	supports	to	which	they	are	chained	
by	their	necks	and	the	doors	are	locked	upon	them.	Qataadah	
also	said:	“We	used	to	say	that	they	are	punished	with	columns	
of	fire.”	This	was	the	preferred	explanation	of	Ibn	Jareer,	may	
Allaah	 have	 mercy	 upon	 him,	 while	 Abu	 Saalih,	 may	Allaah	
have	mercy	upon	him,	 said	 that	 the	verse	means:	“In	heavy	
shackles	(which	bind	them)”.
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In	the	name	of	Allaah,	the	Most	Beneficent,	the	Most	Merciful
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	 In	the	Quran,	it	is	mentioned	that	the	unbelievers	are	the	
people	who	does	not	recognize	and	appreciate	the	signs	of	Allaah.	
The	significance	of	a	believer	is	his	ability	to	see	those	signs	and	
proofs.	They	 know	 that	 these	 are	 not	 created	 in	 vain;	 they	 can	
realize	the	power	and	great	art	of	Allaah	everywhere	and	find	ways	
to	 appraise	 Him.	About	 such	 people	Allaah	Almighty	 Says	 (what	
means):	“Who	remember	Allaah	while	standing	or	sitting	or	[lying]	
on	their	sides	and	give	thought	to	the	creation	of	the	heavens	and	
the	earth,	[saying],	‘Our	Lord,	You	did	not	create	this	aimlessly;	
exalted	 are	You	 [above	 such	 a	 thing];	 then	 protect	 us	 from	 the	
punishment	of	the	Fire.’”[Quran	3:191]	
	 Many	times	in	the	Quran,	there	are	expressions	like	“will	
you	not	take	heed?”,	“...there	is	a	sign	for	thinking	men”	which	
emphasize	 the	 importance	 of	 pondering	 on	 the	 signs	 of	Allaah.	
Allaah	has	created	an	endless	list	of	things	to	be	the	subjects	of	
pondering.	Everything	we	see	and	sense	is	indeed	a	manifestation	
and	 sign	 of	Allaah;	 so	 all	 those	 in	 heavens	 and	 in	 earth	 and	 in	
between	may	be	a	means	of	pondering	for	us.	Allaah	Saya	(what	
means):	“He	causes	to	grow	for	you	thereby	the	crops,	olives,	palm	
trees,	grapevines,	and	from	all	the	fruits.	Indeed	in	that	is	a	sign	
for	a	people	who	give	thought.”	[Quran	16:	11]	
	
	 Let’s	 think	 for	 a	 while	 of	 one	 of	 the	 items	 mentioned	
in	the	above	verse;	for	 instance,	the	“date-tree,	as	well	known,	
grows	up	from	a	seed	out	of	the	earth.	From	this	tiny	seed	(a	seed	
is	not	even	1	cm3	in	size),	an	enormous	wooden	mass	of	several	
meters	long	and	hundreds	of	kilograms	of	weight,	forms.	The	only	
thing	that	seed	can	use	while	constituting	this	great	mass	 is	 the	
earth	in	which	it	is	buried.	
	
	 How	can	a	seed	know	how	to	constitute	a	tree?	How	does	
it	know	how	to	decompose	the	necessary	substances	in	the	soil	to	
form	food?	How	can	it	predict	the	required	shape	and	structure?	This	
last	question	is	especially	important,	because	it	is	not	an	ordinary	
wooden	piece	that	emerges	out	from	the	seed.	The	seed	develops	
a	 complex	 living	organism	with	 roots	 for	 assimilating	 substances	
from	 the	 earth,	 with	 veins	 in	 itself	 and	with	 branches	 that	 are	
perfectly	 organized.	A	 human	 being	 has	 difficulty	while	 drawing	
even	a	picture	of	a	tree,	but	on	the	other	hand	a	simple	seed	can	
produce	that	extremely	complex	object	using	the	substances	in	the	
soil.	
	
	 This	 observation	 concludes	 that	 a	 seed	 is	 extremely	
intelligent	and	wise,	even	more	than	us.	Or	better	to	say,	there	is	
an	amazing	intelligence	in	what	a	seed	does.	But	what	is	the	source	
of	that	intelligence?	How	can	it	be	possible	for	a	seed	to	have	such	
an	intelligence	and	memory	like	a	computer	“chip”?	
	
	 The	chips	are	produced	by	people	who	have	intelligence	
and	knowledge.	Just	 like	a	seed	which	 is	created	by	Allaah	with	
the	ability	to	develop	a	tree.	Every	seed	on	earth	is	encompassed	
by	Allaah	and	grows	within	His	knowledge.	He	Almighty	Says	(what	
means):	“Indeed,	Allaah	is	the	cleaver	of	grain	and	date	seeds.	He	
brings	the	 living	out	of	the	dead	and	brings	the	dead	out	of	the	
living.	That	is	Allaah;	so	how	are	you	deluded?”[Quran	6:	95]	
	 A	seed	is	merely	one	of	the	numerous	signs	that	Allaah	has	
created	in	the	universe.	If	men	begin	to	think	with	not	only	their	
minds	but	also	with	their	hearts,	asking	the	question	of	‘why’	and	
‘how’	to	themselves,	they	can	understand	that	all	the	universe	is	a	
proof	of	the	existence	and	power	of	Allaah,	the	Most	Exalted.	
	

	 However,	 the	 unbelievers	 cannot	 understand	 such	
things,	since	they	don’t	have	the	ability	to	“see”	this	purpose-	
as	the	Quran	expresses	(what	means):	“…They	have	eyes	with	
which	they	do	not	see…”	[Quran	7:	179]	i.e.,	they	do	not	have	
the	wisdom	and	comprehension	to	realize	the	important	reality	
with	their	materialistic	vision.	
	
	 On	 the	other	hand,	believers	are	different	 than	 this	
‘blind’	group,	because	they	realize	and	accept	that	the	whole	
universe	is	created	by	Allaah	with	a	certain	aim	and	wisdom.	
This	belief	is	the	first	step	of	faith.	As	faith	and	wisdom,	both	of	
which	are	in	parallel,	increase,	they	will	start	to	identify	every	
detail	of	Allaah’s	creation.	
	
	 One	of	the	things	to	be	done	to	identify	the	details	of	
Allaah’s	Creation	is	to	be	careful	and	observant.	Because	the	
ability	to	see	the	signs	of	Allaah	and	not	to	be	“blind”	like	the	
unbelievers,	require	a	high	concentration.	
	
	 Allaah	Almighty	Says	(what	means):	“Unquestionably,	
to	Allaah	belongs	whatever	is	in	the	heavens	and	earth.	Already	
He	knows	that	upon	which	you	[stand]	and	[knows]	the	Day	when	
they	will	be	returned	to	Him	and	He	will	inform	them	of	what	
they	have	done.	And	Allaah	 is	Knowing	of	all	 things..”[Quran	
24:	64]	
“Unquestionably,	 they	 are	 in	 doubt	 about	 the	 meeting	 with	
their	Lord.	Unquestionably	He	is,	of	all	things,	encompassing.”	
[Quran	41:54]
One	should	train	himself	to	recognize	the	signs	of	Allaah	and	
should	 always	 keep	 this	 in	mind.	 Otherwise,	mind	 will	 start	
to	wander,	 jumping	 from	one	 topic	 to	 another,	wasting	 time	
thinking	about	useless	things.	
	
	 Mind	is	like	water;	unless	it	is	directed	which	way	to	
flow,	it	spreads	away,	to	the	places	that	you	would	not	want	it	
to	flow.	This	is	a	kind	of	unconsciousness;	you	can	not	control	
your	mind.	You	 can	not	 focus	 and	 concentrate	 on	 a	 subject.	
Actually,	 you	 can	 not	 conceive	 the	 truth	 behind	 the	 events	
happening	 and	 also	 can	 not	 ever	 have	 the	 competence	 to	
interfere	 in	 them.	On	 the	 contrary,	 your	mind	 gets	 directed	
by	those	events.	You	are	“bewildered”	all	the	time,	which	 is	
not	an	attribute	of	a	believer,	but	 the	unbelievers,	as	Allaah	
Almighty	 Says	 (what	means):	 “...And	he	who	associates	with	
Allaah	 –	 it	 is	 as	 though	 he	 had	 fallen	 from	 the	 sky	 and	was	
snatched	 by	 the	 birds	 or	 the	 wind	 carried	 him	 down	 into	 a	
remote	place.”[Quran	22:	31]	
	
	 Believers,	on	the	other	hand,	are	the	ones	who	direct	
their	 minds,	 try	 to	 better	 perceive	 Allaah,	 and	 who	 try	 to	
better	serve	His	religion.	The	believers	are	the	ones	“who	turn	
away	from	ill	speech”	[Quran	23:3].	They	free	their	minds	from	
any	useless	thoughts	and	whenever	they	realize	the	appeal	of	
Satan,	 they	 rescue	 themselves	 just	 like	Allaah	Almighty	 Says	
in	the	Quran	(what	means):	“Indeed,	those	who	fear	Allaah	–	
when	 an	 impulse	 touches	 them	 from	 Satan,	 they	 remember	
[Him]	and	at	once	they	have	insight.”[Quran	7:	201]	

	 Therefore,	 the	 believers	 should	 be	 careful	 to	 keep	
their	minds	free	of	useless	thoughtsand	ponder	only	on	useful	
things	that	serve	them	in	their	life	and	keep	them	close	to	the	
Mighty	Creator.

Pondering on Allaah’s signs
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05  Hadith
The two most authentic 

books of Hadeeth
Saheeh Al-Bukhaari:
Of	 all	 the	 works	 of	 Hadeeth,	 Saheeh	 Al-Bukhaari	 and	 Saheeh	
Muslim	 are	 regarded	 as	 the	 most	 authentic	 and	 authoritative	
books,	 after	 Al-Quran.	 Indeed	 the	 very	 word	 “Saheeh”	 means	
“authentic”.	Saheeh	Al-Bukhaari	was	compiled	by	Imaam	(leader)	
of	 Hadeeth,	 Mohammad	 Ibn	 Ismaa’eel	 Al-Bukhaari,	 born	 194H	
in	 Bukhaara,	 central	Asia.	He	 traveled	 at	 an	 early	 age	 seeking	
knowledge	 to	 Hijaaz	 (Makkaah	 and	 Madeenah),	 Ancient	 Syria,	
Iraq,	Egypt	etc.	He,	may	Allaah	have	mercy	upon	him,	devoted	
more	than	16	years	of	his	 life	to	the	actual	compilation	of	this	
work.	He,	may	Allaah	have	mercy	upon	him,	 learnt	 from	more	
than	1000	scholars.	It	is	said	that	Imaam	Al-Bukhaari,	may	Allaah	
have	mercy	upon	him,	collected	over	300,000	Hadeeths	and	he	
himself	memorized	200,000	of	which	some	were	unreliable.	He,	
may	Allaah	have	mercy	upon	him,	wrote	many	books	especially	on	
the	bibliography	of	Hadeeth	narrators	and	other	books	on	various	
issues	of	Fiqh	(Islamic	jurisprudence).	However,	his	book	‘Saheeh	
Al-Bukhaari’,	 stands	 out	 for	 being	 the	most	 authentic	 book	 of	
Hadeeth.	 It	 was	 also	 the	 first	 book	 to	 contain	 only	 authentic	
Hadeeths,	 while	 previous	 books	 contained	 authentic	 and	 non-
authentic	Hadeeths,	as	well	as	sayings	of	the	companions,	may	
Allaah	be	pleased	with	them,	and	others.	Imaam	Al-Bukhaari,	may	
Allaah	have	mercy	upon	him,	died	in	his	hometown,	Bukhaara	in	
the	territory	of	Khurasaan	(West	Turkistan),	in	the	year	256H.	
He,	 may	Allaah	 have	 mercy	 upon	 him,	 grouped	 the	 traditions	
of	 the	 Prophet,	 sallallaahu	 alayhi	 wa	 sallam,	 under	 various	
headings	 dealing	 with	 specific	 points	 of	 Islamic	 jurisprudence.	
In	 his	 time,	 the	 schools	 of	 law	 had	 been	 generally	 established	
and	his	objective	was	to	catalogue	the	traditions	he	regarded	as	
authentic	in	relation	to	their	respective	topics	of	jurisprudence.	
Before	 he	 recorded	each	Hadeeth,	 he,	may	Allaah	 have	mercy	
upon	him,	would	perform	ablution	and	offer	a	two-Rak’ah	prayer	
and	supplicate	to	Allaah.	Many	religious	scholars	of	Islam	tried	to	
find	fault	in	the	great	remarkable	collection,	but	without	success.	
It	 is	 for	 this	 reason,	 they	 unanimously	 agreed	 that	 the	 most	
authentic	book	after	the	Book	of	Allaah	is	Saheeh	Al-Bukhaari.	
Some	facts	about	Saheeh	Al-Bukhaari:

1.	It	contains	7,275	Hadeeths,	which	he,	may	Allaah	have	mercy	
upon	 him,	 chose	 from	 the	 large	 number	 of	 Hadeeths	 that	 he,	
may	Allaah	have	mercy	upon	him,	had	collected.2.	The	number	
of	 complete	 unrepeated	 Hadeeths	 is	 2230.3.	All	 the	 Hadeeths	
mentioned	 are	 authentic.4.	 The	 conditions	 for	 accepting	 a	
Hadeeth	were	very	stringent.	Such	as:
a)	 The	 chain	 of	 narrators	 must	 be	 linked,	 i.e.	 every	 narrator	
must	have	met	his	predecessor,	(the	man	of	whom	he	heard	the	
Hadeeth	from,	up	to	the	Prophet,	sallallaahu	alayhi	wa	sallam.)
b)	 For	 it	 to	 be	 enclosed	 in	 the	 Saheeh,	 the	 narrators	must	 be	
of	 the	highest	 caliber	 regarding	 their	 piety,	manners,	memory,	
integrity,	etc.
5.	The	 book	 is	 not	 a	mere	 book	 of	 narrations;	 it	 is	 essentially	
a	 course	 of	 study	 on	 Hadeeth,	 its	 derivatives,	 inductions	 and	
research.	
it	and	commenting	on	it.

Sahih	Muslim	in	the	next	issue,	Inshallah.

The Big Bang, The Big Crunch, 
Black holes, and Judgment day 
Muhammad	Hassan	

	 Do	not	the	unbelievers	see	that	the	heavens	and	the	Earth	were	
a	closed	up	mass(Ratqan),	then	we	clove	them	asunder	(Fataqnahuma).	
And	we	made	from	water	every	living	thing.	Will	they	not	then	believe?	
Quraan	21:30.	He	is	the	originator	of	the	heavens	and	the	Earth.	Quraan	
6:101.
	 Until		the		early	dawn	of	this	century	,	the	common	view	about	
the	universe	was	that	the		universe	was	infinite.	Existed	forever		and	will	
continue	to	do	so	for	all	time.
	 Materialists	and	atheists		argued	such	view		to	prove	that	this	
universe	has	no	creator.
	 As	science	progressed	,	such	ideas		and	views	collapsed,	with	
solid	scientific	observations	and	calculations		conducted		by		the	scientific	
community	worldwide	,	modern	physics	has	proven	that	the	universe		did	
indeed	have	a		beginning	,	came	into	existence	from	nothing	in	a	single	
moment		billions		of	years		ago		,	a	huge	explosion		started		the	process		
,	causing	all		elements		to	form	,	ending	up	as		stars			galaxies		,	planets,	
seen	and	unseen,	cooling	down	to	temperatures			capable	of		maintaining		
life		forms.
	 This	 universe	 	 is	 still	 undergoing	 constant	 movement	 ,and		
expansion.	 Known	 as	 the	 Big	 Bang	 theory	 ,	 it	 is	 the	 catalyst	 	 for	 the	
creation	of	the		universe	from	nothingness,	originated		from	a	single		point		
16	billion	years	ago.	Nothing	existed	in	eternity	before		the	explosion	But	
Allah(swt)		alone	,	no	matter,	energy,	or	time.	The	Quraan	boldly	refers	
to	such	process	in	the	following	verse:”	And	it	is	we	who	have	constructed	
the	heavens	with	might,	and	verily,	it	is	we	who	are	steadily	expanding	
it.”51:41.
	 Heaven	 in	 the	 holy	 Quraan	 refers	 to	 the	 wider	 space	 and	
universe	as	a	whole	.	Edwin	Hubble	,	the	american		astronomer	established	
that	stars		emit	a	light	that	turns	red	according	to	their	distance.	Which	
indicates	that	these	stars	are	moving		further	and	further	away		from	each	
other,	a	 fact	which	was	explained	 in	 the	Quraan	 in	a	 time	when	there	
were	no	Telescopes	or	advanced	technologies	to	verify	that.
	 As	the	universe	began	with	a	fierce	and	a	huge	explosion	,	at	
one	level	this	universe	will	stop	expanding		because	of	gravity,	and	will	
collapse	 on	 itself,	 Known	as	The	Big	Crunch,	 leading	 to	 the	end	of	 all	
forms	of	life,	shrinking	to	a		size		so	small	,	not	seen	by	our	naked	eyes.	
It	will	be	the	same	as	the	inside	of	a	black	hole.	Time	and	gravity	will	
be	reversed	causing	resurrection	and	the	final	earthquake,	the	earth	will	
expand	forever	prior	to	such	collapse	foretold	in	the	Quraan		,	when	the	
earth		throws	out	all	what	is	inside	of	it	changing	into	a	larger	sphere	,	
empty	from	the	inside.	””On		the	day	when		the	earth	will		be	changed	
other	 than	 this	 earth,	 and	 the	heavens	 also,	 and	 they	will	 come	 forth	
unto	Allah,	the	One	the	Almighty””14:48.	That	day	we	will	fold	up	heaven	
like	folding	up	the	pages	of	a	book.	As	we	originated	the	first	creation	
so	we	will	regenerate	it.	It	is	a	promise	binding	on	us.	That	is	what	we	
will	 do””21:104.	 “”They	 do	 not	measure	Allah	with	 his	 true	measure.	
The	whole	earth	will	be	a	mere	handful	for	him	on	the	day	of	rising	the	
heavens		folded	up		in	his	right	hand.	Glory	be	to	him!	He	is	exalted	above	
the	partners	they	ascribe””39:67.
	 Black	holes	amaze	scientists	and	people	alike.	Graveyards	for	
dying	stars,	.	all	stars	will	eventually	die	and	exhaust	their	fuel,	collapsing	
on	their	own	gravity,	becoming	so	dense	and	invisible,	even	light		could	
not	 escape	 the	 pull	 of	 a	 black	 hole.	Any	 thing	 nearing	 the	 horizon	 of	
black	holes		will	be	torn	apart.	At	the	center	of	black	holes	lies	a	location	
called	singularity,	looking	at	black	holes	from	a	distance	,	we	see	events	
approaching	black	holes	 in	 slow	motion,	 shining	a	beam	of	 light	 into	a	
black	hole	will	wait		forever.	never	reaching	the	singularity	of	such	a	black	
hole.	Singularity	is	the	future	of	all	celestial	bodies	where	gravity	causes	
space	and	time	to	become	singular.
	 “And	by	the	heaven	and	the	(Tarek),	knocker.	How	could	you	
know	about	 the	Knocker?	The	piercing	 star(Thakeb	 ).	Thakeb	 in	arabic		
means		also	dark	in	color	and	unseen.
	 Narrated	by	Abu	Huraira,	 that	Allah’s	messenger	 (Saaw)	 said:	
The	hour	will	not	be	established	till	the	sun	rises	from	the	west,	so	when	
it		will	rise,	and	the	people	will	see	it	rising	from	the	west,	all	will	believe.	
But	that	will	be	the	time	when	Allah	said	:	no	good	will	it		do	to	the	soul	
to	believe	then	,	if	it		did	not	believed	before	.nor	earned	good	through	
its	 faith.	And	the	hour	will	be	established	while	 two	men	 	 spreading	a	
garment	in	front		of	them		but	they	will	not	be	able	to	sell	it,	nor	fold	it.	
And	the	hour	will	be	established	when	a	man	has	milked		his	she	camel	

...continue on page 12
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06  Insight
	 Praise	be	to	Allaah	The	Almighty	Who	created	man	in	a	balanced	
form,	inspired	and	adorned	him	with	the	beautifying	light	of	faith,	taught	
him	eloquence	and	therewith,	made	him	a	pioneer	and	superior	being,	
providing	him	with	a	tongue	to	articulate	what	is	in	his	heart.			
	 Truly,	the	tongue,	from	among	the	greatest	blessings	of	Allaah	
The	Almighty,	is	one	of	His	most	sophisticated	and	unique	creations	of	
all	organs	in	the	body.	Although	small	in	size,	its	impact	is	paramount.	
Faith	 and	 disbelief,	 which	 stem	 from	 obedience	 and	 disobedience,	
respectively,	 can	 not	 be	 known	 except	 through	 the	 testimony	 of	 this	
very	organ.	
	 Moreover,	those	who	keep	their	tongues	unchecked,	fall	prey	
to	the	devil’s	influence,	who	will	cause	them	to	say	evil	things	and	lead	
them	to	an	edge	of	a	bank	that	is	about	to	collapse,	forcing	them	to	fall	
down.	Truly,	no	one	escapes	the	evil	of	the	tongue	except	who	restricts	
it	to	the	constraints	of	Sharee’ah,	using	it	only	to	utter	what	is	of	benefit	
to	him	or	her	 in	 this	 life	 and	 the	Hereafter,	while	preventing	 it	 from	
uttering	anything	that	may	bring	any	harm,	sooner	or	later.
	 That	 is	why	 the	Prophet,	 sallallaahu	 ‘alayhi	wa	sallam,	 said,	
as	narrated	by	Mu’aath	may	Allah	be	pleased	with	him:	“Could	anything	
cast	people	 in	 the	Hellfire	 face	down”	–	 in	another	version,	“on	their	
noses”	–	“except	the	harvests	of	their	tongues?”	The	phrase	“harvests	
of	their	tongues”	refers	to	the	recompense	and	punishment	for	uttering	
what	 is	prohibited.	Each	one	of	us	plants	good	and	evil	acts	with	our	
words	and	actions;	and	then,	we	reap	them	on	the	Day	of	Resurrection.	
Whoever	plants	a	good	word	or	deed	will	harvest	dignity,	and	whoever	
does	the	opposite	only	reaps	regret.	Thus,	as	 the	Hadeeth	apparently	
indicates,	the	most	common	cause	of	people	entering	Hell	is	the	sinful	
utterance	of	their	tongues.
		 That	 includes	 Shirk	 (associating	 partners	 with	 Allaah),	 the	
gravest	 sin	 in	 the	 sight	 of	 Allaah	 The	 Almighty,	 as	 well	 as	 what	 is	
connected	 to	 it:	 ignorantly	 speaking	 of	 Allaah	 The	 Almighty.	 It	 also	
encompasses	false	testimony,	doing	magic,	slander,	and	other	major	and	
minor	sins	like	lying,	backbiting	and	talebearing.	In	fact,	all	sinful	deeds	
are	mostly	associated	with	utterances	that	support	them.	
	 That	is	why	many	Hadeeths	refer	to	the	virtue	of	silence.	On	
one	occasion,	Sufyaan	ibn	‘Abdullaah	Ath-Thaqafi	may	Allah	be	pleased	
with	him	asked:	“O	Messenger	of	Allaah,	what	is	the	most	serious	thing	
you	 fear	 for	 me?”	 The	 Prophet,	 sallallaahu	 ‘alayhi	 wa	 sallam,	 held	
his	 tongue	 and	 said,“This.”	 Similarly,	 another	Companion,	 ‘Uqbah	 ibn	
‘Aamir	may	Allah	 be	 pleased	with	 him	 says:	 “I	 said,	 ‘O	Messenger	 of	
Allaah,	how	can	I	obtain	salvation?’	The	Prophet,	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	
sallam,	replied,	‘Control	your	tongue	[from	idle	talk].’”
	 Under	 the	 chapter	 entitled	 Eemaan	 (faith)	 in	 Saheeh	 Al-
Bukhaari,	 it	 is	 stated	 that	 the	Prophet,	 sallallaahu	 ‘alayhi	wa	 sallam,	
said:	“A	Muslim	 is	 the	one	who	avoids	harming	other	Muslims	with	his	
tongue	and	hand.”He,	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam,	also	said:“Whoever	
believes	in	Allaah	The	Almighty	and	the	Last	Day	should	utter	good	words	
or	remain	silent.”	Perhaps	one	of	his	more	eloquent	and	concise	sayings,	
this	not	only	bears	a	command	to	say	what	is	good,	but	provides	the	only	
alternative	as	keeping	quiet.	For,	 indeed,	as	Allaah	The	Almighty	Says	
(what	means):	{Man	does	not	utter	any	word	except	that	with	him	is	an	
observer	prepared	[to	record].}	[Quran	50:18]
	 In	 fact,	 the	 stakes	 are	 higher;	 Sahl	 ibn	 Sa‘d	 may	 Allah	 be	
pleased	 with	 him	 narrates	 that	 the	 Prophet,	 sallallaahu	 ‘alayhi	 wa	
sallam,	said:	“He	who	guarantees	for	me	what	is	between	his	jaws	and	
what	is	between	his	thighs,	I	guarantee	him	Paradise.”	This	means	that	
the	one	who	uses	his	or	her	tongue	only	regarding	relevant	matters	and	
restrains	it	from	what	does	not	concern	him	or	her,	and	guards	his	or	her	
private	parts	against	 illicit	acts,	 is	promised	Paradise	by	 the	Prophet,	
sallallaahu	 ‘alayhi	 wa	 sallam.	 Ibn	 Battaal	 may	 Allah	 have	 mercy	 on	
himsaid,	“This	Hadeeth	indicates	that	the	greatest	trial	for	man	in	life	is	
[the	responsibility	of]	his	tongue	and	private	parts.	Therefore,	whoever	
is	protected	from	their	evil	is	protected	from	the	gravest	evil.”
	 Abu	Hurayrah	may	Allah	be	pleased	with	him	related	that	the	
Prophet,	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam,	warned:	“One	might	utter	a	word	

thinking	it	to	be	trivial	and	sinks	[because	of	it]	in	Hell	further	than	
the	distance	of	the	east”;	the	wording	reported	by	Muslim	may	Allah	
have	mercy	on	him	states:	“farther	than	the	distance	between	the	
east	and	west.”	Ibn	‘Abdul-Barr	may	Allah	Have	mercy	on	him	said,	
that	an	example	of	such	a	word	“is	what	a	person	utters	before	an	
unjust	ruler	[in	order	to	please	him].”
	 In	another	version	of	the	Hadeeth,	the	Prophet,	sallallaahu	
‘alayhi	wa	sallam,	mentioned	that	it	may	be	“a	word	that	he	does	
not	understand”	meaning	he	 is	 unaware	of	whether	 it	 is	 good	or	
bad,	as	explained	by	Shaykh	Al-‘Izz	ibn	‘Abdus-Salaam,	who	added,	
“Hence,	 it	 is	 prohibited	 for	a	Muslim	 to	 speak	any	 [such]	word.”	
Commenting	on	this	Hadeeth,	An-Nawawi	said,	“[It]	encourages	a	
man	to	watch	his	tongue.	 If	a	person	wants	to	say	something,	he	
should	think	of,	and	fully	grasp,	what	it	is	before	he	utters	a	word.	
If	he	finds	that	there	is	benefit	in	it,	he	should	say	it,	otherwise,	he	
should	hold	his	tongue.”
	 ‘Abdullaah	 Ibn	 Mas‘ood	 may	 Allah	 be	 pleased	 with	
him	 would	 reportedly	 say:	 “By	 Allaah,	 nothing	 needs	 prolonged	
confinement	more	 than	my	 tongue.”	He	 also	 used	 to	 say,	 “O	my	
tongue,	say	good	words	and	you	will	succeed,	and	speak	no	evil	and	
you	will	be	secure;	otherwise,	you	will	regret.”	Another	Companion,	
Abu	Ad-Dardaa’	may	Allah	be	pleased	with	him	said,	“Protect	your	
ears	from	your	mouth;	indeed,	you	have	two	ears	and	one	mouth,	in	
order	to	hear	more	than	you	talk.”	
	 Al-Hasan	Al-Basri	 also	 said,	 “They	 used	 to	 say	 that	 the	
tongue	of	the	believer	 is	behind	his	heart;	when	he	wants	to	say	
something,	 he	 contemplates	 it	with	 his	 heart	 and	 then	 utters	 it.	
Whereas,	the	tongue	of	the	hypocrite	is	in	front	of	his	heart;	when	
he	intends	to	say	anything,	he	utters	it	before	deliberating	it	in	his	
heart.”	He	went	a	step	further,	saying,	“He	who	does	not	watch	his	
tongue	does	not	understand	his	religion.”
	 If	you	ask	why	the	virtue	of	silence	is	so	great,	it	is	because	
the	tongue,	with	hardly	any	effort	may	lead	to	evil,	lies,	backbiting,	
talebearing,	ostentation,	hypocrisy,	obscenity,	dispute,	self-praise,	
indulgence	 in	 falsehood,	 controversy,	 distortion,	 harming	 people	
and	a	violation	of	their	privacy	and	honor.	Moreover,	it	has	a	charm	
that	affects	the	heart,	and	is	motivated	by	a	person’s	temperament	
and	is	influenced	by	Satan.	Those	who	indulge	in	idle	talk	can	barely	
control	their	tongues	so	as	to	utter	what	they	like	and	restrain	it	
from	what	is	not	pleasing	to	them.	It	is	one	of	the	ambiguous	facts	
that	 danger	 lies	 in	 idle	 talk,	 whereas	 safety,	 in	 silence,	 thus	 its	
enormous	virtue.	
	 Furthermore,	keeping	quiet	 strengthens	a	person’s	zeal,	
maintains	his	or	her	gravity,	helps	him	or	her	focus	on	meditation,	
remembrance	of	Allaah	The	Almighty	and	worship,	and	keeps	him	
or	her	safe	from	the	ill-effects	of	idle	talk	in	the	worldly	life	and	
its	 punishment	 in	 the	 Hereafter.	Allaah	 The	Almighty	 Says	 (what	
means):	{Man	does	not	utter	any	word	except	that	with	him	is	an	
observer	prepared	[to	record].}	[Quran	18:50]
	
Speech can be divided into four categories:
	
1-			Purely	harmful	–	one	should	remain	silent	instead	of	indulging	
in	such	talk.
2-			That	which	includes	both	harm	and	benefit	–	such	speech	must	
also	be	avoided,	because	the	elimination	of	evil	takes	precedence	
over	the	realization	of	benefit.
3-			That	which	has	neither	harm	nor	benefit	–	this	is	idle	talk	and	
keeping	oneself	busy	with	it	is	a	waste	of	time,	which,	in	itself,	is	
nothing	short	of	a	great	loss.
4-	 	 	 Purely	 beneficial	 –	 after	 three-quarters	 of	 all	 categories	 of	
talk	have	been	dismissed,	it	is	only	this	that	one	must	indulge	in;	
however,	a	threat	looms	here,	as	well,	since	such	talk	may	be	subtly	
tainted	with	ostentation	and	self-praise,	which	is	a	grave	risk.
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07  Our Family

	 In	the	past	 issues	of	the	magazine,	we	talked	about	how	to	
select	your	partner	in	marriage?	How	to	conduct	the	marriage	ceremony?	
and	how	to	live	as	newly	married	husband	and	wife.	In	this	issue	we	talk	
about	the	tangible	fruit	of	the	marriage	which	are	the	children.
	 First	of	all	let	us	start	by	saying	that	children	are	a	GIFT	from	
Allah	 (Subhanahu	Wa	Taala):	 [To	Allah	belongs	what	 is	 in	 the	heavens	
and	in	the	earth.	He	creates	whatever	He	will;	He	gives	to	whomever	
He	wants	 female	children,	and	He	gives	 to	whomever	He	wants	male	
children.	Or	He	combines	them	male	and	female	children;	and	He	makes	
whomever	He	wants	infertile	(Unable	to	conceive	children)].	(Quran	42	
Verses	49-50).
	 So	from	this	Ayah,	it	is	clearly	established	that	children	are	a	
gift	from	Allah	(Subhanahu	Wa	Taala)			and	we	must	thank	him	for	this	
precious	gift.	 In	 fact	anygood	 thing	we	get	 is	 a	 gift	 from	 	 from	Allah	
(Subhanahu	Wa	Taala)		[Any	good	thing	(Ne-amah)	you	get	is	from	Allah]	
(Quran	16,	verse	53).		We	must	also	thank	Allah	to	obey	him	and	to	get	
more	 good	 things,	 as	Allah	 (Subhanahu	Wa	Taala)	 said	 [Your	 lord	 has	
announced	publicly	if	you	thank	me,	I	will	give	you	more].	(Quran	14,	
Verse	7).		Additionally,	this	gift,	if	invested	properly,	shall	(InshaAllah)	
bring	us	joy	and	happiness	in	this	life,	as	Allah	(Subhanahu	Wa	Taala)	said	
[Wealth	and	children	are	ornamentation	of	the	life	of	this	world].	(Quran	
18,	Verse	46).		
	 Children	can	also	be	an	important	source	for	the	continuation	
of	 our	 good	deeds	even	after	 our	death.	As	 the	Prophet	 (Salla	Allahu	
Alayhe	wa	Sallam)	said:	“When	the	son	of	Adam	dies,	all	of	his	deeds	are	
stopped	except	for	three.	A	continuous	charity,	or	useful	knowledge,	or	
a	righteous	child	who	is	praying	for	him.)		Narrated	by	Muslim.	
	 Furthermore,	our	children	can	benefit	us	during	our	old	age,	
as	Allah	(Subhanahu	Wa	Taala)		said	[And	your	Lord	has	commanded,	that	
you	worship	none	but	Allah,	and	that	you	show,	kindness	to	parents,	by	
being	dutiful	to	them.	If	they	reach	old	age	with	you,	one	of	them	or	
both	of	them,	do	not	say	to	them	‘Fie’	nor	repulse	them,	but	speak	to	
them	with	gracious	fair	and	gentle	words]	(Quran	17,	Verse	23).
	 We	 can	 benefit	 from	 our	 children	 even	 if	 they	were	 to	 die	
while	we	 are	 still	 alive.	 Children	 can	 intercede	 for	 their	 parents.	As	
the	 Prophet	 (Salla	Allahu	Alayhe	 wa	 Sallam)	 	 who	 said:	 “Any	 Muslim	

individual,	male	or	female,	who	three	of	his	children	die	at	young	age	and	
he	is	patient	with	that,	his	children	will	come	and	intercede	for	him	on	the	
Day	of	Judgment.”	So	 ‘Umar	 (Radhia	Allahu	Anhu)	asked,	 ‘what	about	two	
[children]?’		The	Prophet	(Salla	Allahu	Alayhe	wa	Sallam)	answered	“It	is	the	
same	for	two	[children].”	
	 The	reward	is	given	even	with	one	child.	If	a	Muslim	who	loses	his	
only	child	and	he	shows	patience,	seeking	his	reward	from	Allah,	then	he	shall	
find	a	great	reward	from	Allah.		The	prophet	(Salla	Allahu	Alayhe	wa	Sallam)	
said	to	the	man	whose	child	died	“Do	you	wish	that	your	son	could	be	here	
with	you	 in	this	 life,	or	do	you	prefer	that	your	son	would	get	to	Paradise	
before	you,	waiting	at	the	Doors	of	Paradise	to	open	them	for	you?”	So	the	
man	said,	“O	Messenger	of	Allah.	I	wish	that	my	son	would	go	forth	before	me	
and	precede	me	to	Paradise.”	So	the	Prophet	(Salla	Allahu	Alayhe	wa	Sallam)	
responded,	 “Verily,	 this	 is	 for	 you.”	 So	 upon	 this,	 one	 of	 the	 companions	
said,	“O	Messenger	of	Allah,	Is	this	(reward)	only	for	this	man	or	is	it	for	all	
people?”	He	said,	“No,	this	reward	is	for	all	people	(i.e.	those	Muslims	who	
lose	a	child	and	are	patient	with	their	loss).”	
	 Also	from	the	benefits	of	having	children	is	that	if	one	has	daughters	
and	is	patient	with	them,	bringing	them	up	correctly,	then	for	him	is	a	great	
reward	from	Allah.	The	prophet	(Salla	Allahu	Alayhe	wa	Sallam)	said,	‘Anyone	
who	has	daughters	and	is	good	in	bringing	them	up,	then	they	will	be	as	a	
barrier	between	him	and	the	Hell-Fire.”	(Ahmad)	
	 It	 is	 obligatory	 for	 the	 parents	 to	 educate	 and	 invest	 in	 their	
children	so	they	can	benefit	from	them	in	this	life	and	in	the	hereafter.	This	
investment	in	the	form	of	providing	for	example:
	 •	 Providing	good	care	for	our	children	that	Allah	entrusted	
us	with.	The	prophet	(Salla	Allahu	Alayhe	wa	Sallam)	said	“There	is	no	Imaan	
(belief)	for	the	one	who	does	not	honor	what	he	has	been	entrusted	with”	
(Ahmad).
	 •	 Providing	 the	 right	 teaching	 of	 Islamic	 values	 and	
education.	The	prophet	(Salla	Allahu	Alayhe	wa	Sallam)	said		“The	best	thing	
that	a	father	can	pass	on	to	his	child	is	a	good	moral	and	character	education”	
(Tirmidhi).
	 •	 Providing	 the	 right	 environment	 for	 our	 children.	 The	
Prophet	(Salla	Allahu	Alayhe	wa	Sallam)		said	“A	person	is	influenced	by	who	
he	interacts	with,	so	choose	your	friends	carefully”	(Tirmidhi)
	 If	we	do	not	do	that,	then	we	will	be	disobeying	the	Prophet	(Salla	
Allahu	Alayhe	wa	Sallam)	who	said	“All	of	you	are	shepherds	(Guardians)	and	
are	responsible	for	your	flock….	And	a	man	is	responsible	for	the	members	
of	 his	 family.”	 	 Unfortunately,	many	 of	 the	 people	 neglect	 this	 important	
responsibility	 of	 bringing	 up	 the	 children	 correctly	 and	 consider	 it	 a	 small	

Continued Challenges for 
Muslim Families

	 Have	 you	 ever	 been	 in	 a	 juvenile	 court	 and	 happen	
to	see	a	Muslim	family	appearing	before	a	judge	because	their	
daughter	 has	 become	 ungovernable	 and	 refuses	 to	 listen	 to	
them?	It	is	really	sad	and	concerning	to	see	what	kind	of	behavior	
some	 of	 our	 children	 have	 developed.	 In	 the	 previous	 articles	
we	 grappled	 with	 families	 suffering	 from	 family	 violence	 and	
looked	at	some	of	the	things	Muslims	need	to	do	to	help	alleviate	
these	situations.	However,	these	situations	are	compounded	by	
the	 fact	 that	 life	within	 a	Muslim	home	environment	 becomes	
more	complex	as	a	result	of	the	different	roles	individuals	play	
on	a	daily	basis	and	equally	important	the	examples	seen	on	the	
media	that	our	children	have	patterned	their	lifestyles	after.	
	 Too	often	we	find	that	the	dynamics	within	the	family	
lead	to	many	of	problems	leading	to	violence,	and	the	violence	
is	 not	 just	 between	 the	 mother	 and	 father	 but	 also	 children	
and	 their	 parents.	 Many	 case	 records	 show	 blatant	 disrespect	
of	children	to	parents	and	many	of	the	relationships	are	out	of	
control	that	at	times	the	parents	have	to	call	the	police	and	even	
vice	versa,	the	children	call	the	police	on	their	parents.
If	 adults	 have	 started	 (their	 life	 in	 places	 of	 emigration)	with	
deep	 roots	 of	 Islamic	 affiliations,	 in	 theory	 and	 practice,	 the	
younger	 generation	 will	 not	 necessarily	 have	 inherited	 these	
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elements,	 since	 what	 it	 possesses	 may	 represent	 nothing	 beyond	
some	 passing	words	 and	 foggy	 concepts	 which	 do	 not	 touch	 their	
true	depth	-	even	if	they	have	touched	some	of	their	behavior.	The	
danger	may	lie	in	the	Western	school	in	which	Muslim	children	are	
educated,	where	they	breathe	in	the	atmosphere	of	the	West	in	all	
its	emotions,	conditions	and	aspirations,	as	if	they	were	something	
natural	to	move	around	in,	exactly	like	the	natural	aspects	of	their	
fellow	pupils	in	play	-grounds	and	classes.	They	may	find	it	strange	to	
hear	the	negative	remarks	of	their	fathers	and	mothers,	as	if	these	
are	outside	the	norm.	They	may	confront	the	matter	with	increasing	
and	unspoken	rejection,	which	looks	like	a	complex	from	the	stance	
of	the	family.	They	will	start	to	embody	the	bitter	adolescent	query:	
why	 do	 they	 prohibit	 us	 from	 dancing	 with	 out	 friends,	 or	 from	
swimming	in	mixed	swimming	pools,	or	from	enjoying	free	and	warm	
relationships	etc?
	 The	difficult	problem,	in	this	situation,	is	that	the	new	young	
generation	does	not	have	a	sufficiently	deep	or	clear	conception	of	
its	personality	to	protect	itself	from	the	influences	that	move	in	the	
atmosphere	into	which	it	was	thrown	and	the	arena	in	which	it	was	
placed.	What	is	its	understanding	of	God,	and	His	relationship	with	
man,	and	man’s	position	before	Him?	What	 is	 its	understanding	of	
personal	freedom?	What	about	morals	in	all	of	this?
	 As	Muslims	it	is	so	important	that	we	recognize	the	challenges	
we	face	of	living	in	a	western	society	and	raising	our	children	with	
Islamic	values.		Education	is	the	key	to	many	of	these	issues	and	in	
our	next	issue	we	will	elaborate	more	on	these	possible	solutions.																																																																																															
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Your Children: A Blessing and 
a Capital if Invested Islamically



	 Paradise	 has	 shade	 that	 never	 decreases	 or	 disappears,	 unlike	
that	of	this	worldly	life	which	is	dependant	on	the	movement	of	the	sun.	
But	how	is	the	shade	in	Hell?	It	is	a	‘shade’	of	hot	black	smoke	that	neither	
shades	nor	protects	from	any	heat;	rather,	it	only	adds	to	it.	Also,	the	drink	
of	the	people	of	hell	is	water	that	is	so	hot	that	it	slashes	the	intestines	and	
does	not	quench	thirst	in	the	least.

Ways	to	protect	oneself	against	the	heat	of	the	Hellfire
	
	 Allaah	gives	us	reminders	so	that	we	may	take	heed	and	consider.	
The	following	are	some	means	to	protect	oneself	against	the	Hellfire:
	 Seeking	 refuge	 in	Allaah	 from	 its	heat:	The	Prophet	sallallaahu	
‘alayhi	wa	sallam	directed	us	to	seek	refuge	in	Allaah	as	a	means	of	protect-
ing	ourselves	from	the	Hellfire.	Abu	Hurayrah,	may	Allaah	be	pleased	with	
him,	reported	that	the	Messenger	of	Allaah	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam	
said:	“When	any	one	of	 you	has	completed	his	Tashahhud	during	prayer,	
he	should	seek	refuge	in	Allaah	from	four	things,	saying:	“Allaahumma	inni	
a`oothu	bika	min	`athaabi	jahannam,	wa	min	`athaabil-qabr,	wa	min	fit-
natil-mahya	wal-mamaat,	wa	min	sharri	fitnatil-maseehid-dajjaal	(i.e.,	‘O	
Allaah!	I	seek	refuge	in	You	from	the	torment	of	Hell,	from	the	torment	of	
the	grave,	from	the	trials	of	life	and	death,	and	from	the	mischief	of	Al-
Maseeh	Ad-Dajjaal	(i.e.,	the	Antichrist)’.”	[Muslim]
	 Fasting:	Abu	Sa’eed	Al-Khudri,	may	Allaah	be	pleased	with	him,	
reported:	 “The	 Prophet	 sallallaahu	 ‘alayhi	wa	 sallam	 said:	 “He	who	 ob-
serves	fasting	for	a	day	in	the	Cause	of	Allaah,	Allaah	will	distance	his	face	
from	the	Hellfire	for	a	distance	equivalent	to	seventy	years	of	travel,	as	a	
reward	for	fasting	that	day.”	[An-Nasaa’i]	Due	to	this	narration,	Abu	Sa’eed	
Al-Khudri,	may	Allaah	be	pleased	with	him,	would	select	the	hottest	and	
longest	days	for	fasting	in.
	 Jihaad	(i.e.	fighting,	struggle)	for	the	sake	of	Allaah:	This	is	one	
of	the	greatest	means	with	which	one	can	protect	himself	from	the	heat	of	
Hellfire,	even	if	it	entails	fighting	on	the	hottest	of	summer	days.	The	sum-
mer	heat	is	what	made	the	hypocrites	refrain	from	Jihaad,	as	Allaah	Says	
(what	means):	“…And	they	[i.e.,	the	hypocrites]	said:	‘Do	not	go	forth	in	
the	heat	[i.e.	for	Jihaad].’…”	[Quran	9:	81]	Allaah	responded	to	this	at	the	
end	of	the	very	same	verse,	Saying	(what	means):	“Say:	‘The	fire	of	Hell	
is	more	intense	in	heat.’…”	[Quran	9:	81]	Jihaad	is	the	act	of	worship	that	
enables	the	slave	to	attain	the	highest	rewards;	it	is	thus	a	protection	from	
Hellfire	and	its	heat.
	 Spending	in	charity:	Charity	is	another	means	by	which	the	slave	
can	protect	himself	from	the	heat	of	the	Hellfire.	`Adiyy	bin	Haatim,	may	
Allaah	 be	 pleased	 with	 him,	 reported:	 “I	 heard	 the	 Prophet	 sallallaahu	
‘alayhi	wa	sallam	saying:	“Protect	yourself	from	the	(Hell)	Fire,	even	(if)	
by	giving	half	a	date	(in	charity).”	[Al-Bukhaari	&	Muslim]	We	ask	Allaah	to	
protect	us	all	from	the	Hellfire.
	

Fever is a reminder of the Hellfire
	
	 One	of	the	things	that	remind	a	person	of	the	heat	of	Hellfire	is	
being	struck	by	fever.	The	Prophet	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam	informed	
us	that	its	heat	is	from	the	vehemence	of	the	Hellfire.	`Aa’ishah,	may	Al-
laah	be	pleased	with	her,	narrated	that	the	Prophet	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	
sallam	said:	“Fever	comes	from	the	vehement	raging	of	Hellfire,	so	cool	it	
with	water.”	[Al-Bukhaari	&	Muslim]	
	 This	is	proof	that	there	is	a	real	connection	between	fever	and	
the	Hellfire,	and	that	fever	is	not	merely	caused	by	other	physical	factors	as	
some	people	believe,	based	on	their	limited	view	in	how	to	judge	matters.
	 Abu	Sa’eed	Al-Khudri,	may	Allaah	be	pleased	with	him,	reported:	
“I	entered	into	the	presence	of	the	Prophet	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam	
while	he	was	sick	and	placed	my	hand	upon	him	and	could	feel	the	heat	
of	his	body	from	above	the	blanket.	I	said:	`O	Prophet	of	Allaah!	You	are	
afflicted	with	a	very	difficult	fever.`	He	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam	re-
sponded:		“This	 is	how	the	case	is	with	us	Prophets;	we	get	multiples	of	
the	hardship	and	thus	receive	multiples	of	reward.”	I	asked:	`O	Prophet	of	
Allaah!	Who	are	the	one’s	facing	the	toughest	hardships	and	trials?`	He	sal-
lallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam	responded:	“Those	who	face	the	toughest	trials	
and	hardships	are	the	Prophets.”I	asked:	`Then	who?’	He	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	
wa	sallam	replied:“Then	those	who	are	the	most	pious	(after	them).	One	
of	them	would	be	afflicted	with	poverty	to	the	point	that	he	can	find	only	
a	single	garment	with	which	to	cover	himself.	Such	a	person	would	rejoice	
upon	receiving	a	hardship	just	like	one	of	you	rejoices	at	being	eased	of	
one.””	[An-Nasaa’i]

08  |  Al Ghurabaa

08  Contemporary
A Summer Reminder
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Allaah	Almighty	reminds	His	slaves	of	the	heat	of	Hell	by	making	them	experience	
very	high	temperatures	during	the	summer.
The	Prophet	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam	informed	us	that	Hell	has	two	breaths:	
it	inhales	during	our	winter	and	exhales	during	our	summer;	he	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	
wa	sallam	also	stated	that	the	extreme	heat	people	experience	during	the	sum-
mer	is	due	to	this	exhalation.	This	information	from	the	Prophet	sallallaahu	‘alay-
hi	wa	sallam	is	a	reminder	to	us	of	the	Hellfire.		
	 The	narration	of	the	Prophet	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam	regarding	this	
is	not	a	figurative	one;	rather,	it	is	unambiguous	and	very	real.	The	Prophet	sal-
lallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam	said:	“When	the	heat	reaches	an	excessive	level	then	
(delay	the)	prayer	until	it	cools,	as	extreme	heat	comes	from	the	vehement	rag-
ing	of	Hell.”[Al-Bukhaari	&	Muslim]	This	was	said	because	if	people	were	to	pray	
during	such	a	very	hot	time,	then	they	would	be	distracted	from	their	prayers	and	
lose	their	submissiveness	and	humility	in	it.
	 Abu	Hurayrah,	may	Allaah	be	pleased	with	him,	reported	that	the	Proph-
et	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam	said:“The	(Hell)	Fire	complained	to	its	Lord	say-
ing:	‘O	my	Lord!	My	different	parts	consume	each	other,	so	allow	me	to	breathe.’	
Therefore	He	(i.e.,	Allaah)	allowed	it	to	take	two	breaths,	one	in	the	winter	and	
the	other	in	summer,	and	this	is	the	reason	for	the	severe	heat	and	the	bitter	cold	
you	find	(in	weather).”	[Al-Bukhaari]
	 As	believers	we	are	commanded	to	believe	in	this	as	it	is	from	the	un-
seen,	 even	 though	we	may	not	perceive	 it	 or	 understand	exactly	 how	 it	 could	
occur.	We	fully	believe	in	it	regardless,	because	it	was	narrated	to	us	via	the	truth-
ful,	trustworthy	Prophet	of	Allaah,	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam.	It	 is	therefore	
the	duty	of	the	believer	to	protect	himself	from	the	punishment	of	Hell.
	

The punishment of Hell in the grave
	
	 The	punishment	of	Hell	is	not	limited	to	the	Hereafter;	rather,	part	of	it	
touches	the	person	who	deserves	it	in	his	grave,	just	as	parts	of	it	touch	all	people	
in	this	worldly	life	in	the	form	of	extreme	heat	in	the	summer	and	bitter	cold	in	
the	winter.
	 Al-Baraa’	bin	‘Aazib,	may	Allah	be	pleased	with	him,	reported	that	the	
Prophet	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam	was	once	at	the	funeral	of	one	of	the	Ansaar,	
may	Allaah	be	pleased	with	him,	when	he	began	informing	some	of	his	companions	
who	were	present	of	the	situations	of	the	believer,	the	disbeliever	and	the	sinner	
upon	their	burial	in	their	graves.	After	mentioning	the	situation	of	the	believer,	
he	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam	addressed	that	of	the	sinner	and	the	disbeliever,	
saying:	“…And	two	angels	come	to	him	and	ask	him	to	sit;	they	say:	‘Who	is	your	
Lord?’	He	answers:	‘Haah,	Haah,	I	do	not	know.’	They	ask:	‘What	is	your	religion?’	
He	answers:	‘Haah,	Haah,	I	do	not	know.’	Then,	a	voice	says	from	Heaven	that	My	
slave	is	not	telling	the	truth,	so	make	his	clothing	and	furnishing	that	of	fire,	and	
open	a	gate	of	fire	towards	him	so	as	to	make	him	smell	(its	terrible	stench)	and	
suffer	its	scorching	wind.	His	grave	is	then	made	so	tight	that	his	bones	intertwine.	
A	voice	then	says:	`Spread	his	grave	with	the	fire	(of	Hell)	and	dress	him	with	the	
fire	(of	Hell)	and	open	a	gate	towards	him	from	Hell,	so	that	he	may	feel	its	heat.’	
Then	a	blind	and	mute	creature	will	appear	with	an	iron	rod	in	his	hand,	and	if	a	
mountain	were	to	be	struck	with	this	rod	it	would	turn	into	dust;	(the	creature)	
would	strike	him	with	this	rod	and	cause	him	to	make	such	a	piercing	scream	that	
it	could	be	heard	in	the	farthest	parts	(of	the	earth),	east	and	west,	and	every-
thing	will	hear	his	cry	except	Jinn	and	mankind.	Then	a	man	of	evil	complexion	
and	horrid	smell	visits	him.	The	buried	slave	man	asks	him:	‘Who	are	you?’	and	
adds:	‘You	have	a	threatening	and	wretched	face.’	The	man	answers:	‘I	am	your	
evil	deeds	coming	to	you	with	the	bad	news’….”	[Ahmad	&	Abu	Daawood]This	is	
how	he	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam	would	admonish	and	remind	his	companions,	
may	Allaah	be	pleased	with	them.
	 Allaah	Says	(what	means):	“Not	equal	are	the	blind	and	the	seeing.	Nor	
are	the	darknesses	and	the	 light.	Nor	are	the	shade	and	the	heat.”	[Quran	35:	
19-21]	Here	Allaah	highlights	that	opposites	are	not	necessarily	equal:	faith	is	not	
equal	to	disbelief;	those	who	follow	the	Sunnah	are	not	equal	to	those	who	inno-
vate	in	the	religion;	and,	the	religious	person	is	not	equal	to	the	dissolute;	Allaah	
Says	(what	means):	“The	example	of	the	two	parties	is	like	the	blind	and	the	deaf,	
and	the	seeing	and	hearing.	Are	they	equal	in	comparison?...”	[Quran	11:	24]
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Part 1: The benefits of studying the seerah.
																																																								By	M.	Sidki

The	seerah	of	the	final	messenger	and	prophet	of	the	almighty	Allah,	
Muhammad	(saw)	was	miraculously	recorded	and	narrated	to	its	fullest	
in	order	to	provide	a	lasting	inspiration	and	a	permanent	guidance	to	
all	truth	seeking	people	in	general	and	Muslim	believers	in	particular.
The	 seerah	 is	 not	 merely	 a	 simple	 biography	 or	 history	 of	 Prophet	
Muhammad	(saw)’s	life	story,	rather	its	fiqh	and	study	lead	to	a	fully	
comprehensive	 and	 practical	 understanding	 of	 Islam,	 which	 was	
exemplified	in	real	life	by	the	messenger	of	Allah,	Muhammad	(saw).
The	seal	of	all	the	prophets	and	messengers	of	Allah,	Muhammad	(saw),	
enjoyed	and	continued	 to	enjoy	 the	highest	 status	and	honor	as	 the	
most	perfect	human	being	that	was	ever	created.	
His	character,	virtues,	deeds,	actions,	and	behavior	were	all	positively	
illustrated	in	the	Holy	Qur’an,	Sunnah	and	the	accounts	of	eyewitnesses	
from	his	household	and	trustworthy	companions.	
The	 sources	 of	 the	 Seerah	 of	 Muhammad	 (saw)	 were	 primarily	 the	
Holy	Qur’an,	Sunnah	and	the	narrations	of	the	companions	of	Prophet	
Muhammad	(saw).
Aside	 from	 the	 Holy	 Qur’an	 and	 the	 famous	 books	 of	 Hadith,	 one	
should	 also	 read	 “Aseerah	Annabawiyyah	 of	 Ibn	Hisham”,	which	was	
largely	built	upon	the	work	of	Ibn	Isha’q	“Al	maghazy	Was-siar”.	I	also	
recommend	“Aseerah	Annabawiyyah	of	 Ibn	Kathir”	as	a	good	reading	
source.
The	Islamic	libraries	are	full	of	Seerah	material	to	include	old	and	new	
books	 that	 vary	 in	 quality	 and	 scholarship.	One	 should	be	 especially	
careful	not	 to	 indulge	oneself	 in	 reading	misguided	monographs	 that	
were	not	based	on	the	aforementioned	methodology.	
For	Muslims,	Muhammad	(saw)	is	the	highest	raw	model	and	the	best	
leader	and	example	to	follow	in	all	aspects	of	life	and	matters	of	the	
hereafter.	 And	 I	 sincerely	 argue	 that	 humanity	 at	 large	 should	 also	
follow	the	same	raw	model	in	order	to	succeed	in	both	worlds.
The	 following	 verses	 from	 the	 Qur’an	 highlight	 the	 importance	 of	
Prophet	Muhammad	(saw)	to	mankind	and	all	creation.
	“We	have	not	sent	you	but	as	a	universal	(messenger)	to	men,	giving	

The Seerah of Muhammad (saw) them	glad	 tidings,	 and	warning	 them	 (against	 sin),	 but	most	
men	understand	not”	Qur’an	(34-28).
“We	sent	you	as	a	mercy	for	all	creatures”	Qur’an	(21-107).
“O	men!	 I	 am	 sent	 to	 you	all,	 as	 the	messenger	of	Allah,	 to	
whom	 belongs	 the	 dominion	 of	 the	 heavens	 and	 the	 earth.	
There	is	no	God	but	Him.	It	is	He	That	gives	both	life	and	death.	
So	believe	in	Allah	and	his	messenger,	the	unlettered	prophet,	
who	believes	in	Allah	and	His	Words.	Follow	him	that	(so)	you	
may	be	guided”	Qur’an	(7-158).
	“Now	has	come	to	you	a	messenger	from	amongst	yourselves.	
It	 grieves	 him	 that	 you	 should	 perish:	 ardently	 anxious	 over	
you:	to	the	believers	he	is	most	kind	and	merciful”	Qur’an	(9-
128).
“And	you	(stand)	on	an	exalted	standard	and	character”	Qur’an	
(68-4).
“Say:	I	am	but	a	man	like	yourselves,	(but)	the	inspiration	has	
come	to	me,	that	your	(God)	is	One	God:	whoever	expects	to	
meet	his	lord,	let	him	work	righteousness,	and,	in	the	worship	
of	his	lord,	admit	no	one	as	partner”	Qur’an	(18-110).
“Invite	(all)	to	the	way	of	your	lord	with	wisdom	and	beautiful	
preaching;	and	argue	with	them	in	ways	that	are	best	and	most	
gracious,	for	your	Lord	knows	best,	who	have	strayed	from	his	
Path,	and	who	receive	guidance”	Qur’an	(16-125).
The	 study	 of	 the	 Seerah	 of	Muhammad	 (saw)	 is	 beneficial	 in	
many	ways.
The	personality	of	Muhammad	(saw)	although	real,	historical,	
and	human	which	 	achieved	 incredible	success	 in	 this	 life,	 it	
is	also	 the	personality	of	 the	final	messenger	and	prophet	of	
Allah	who	was	 supported	 by	 the	 almighty	Allah	 and	 inspired	
by	his	divine	revelation	and	guidance.	Make	no	mistakes	about	
how	evident	and	clear	were	his	holy	mission	and	prophet-hood	
throughout	his	Seerah.
The	events	of	the	Seerah	help	explain	the	verses	of	the	Holy	
Qur’an	 and	many	 other	 issues	 of	 creed	 (Aqeeda)	 and	 sharia	
rules.
Finally,	the	Seerah	provides	a	great	example	to	follow	in	the	
persona	of	the	messenger	(saw)	in	all	matters	of	life	material	
or	spiritual	and	gives	us	the	proper	etiquette	to	follow	and	pass	
on	to	our	posterity.
In	the	upcoming	issue	insha’allah	we	will	talk	about	the	lineage	
of	the	messenger	(saw)	and	his	childhood.

...continue from page 8
	
Imaam	Al-Bayhaqi,	may	Allaah	have	mercy	upon	him,	reported	the	following	story	about	fever:	“Once	Abu	Bakr,	may	Allaah	be	pleased	with	him,	had	a	
very	bad	fever	and	`Aa’ishah,	may	Allaah	be	pleased	with	her,	conveyed	the	news	to	the	Prophet	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam,	who	said:	“O	Allaah!	Make	
Madeenah	as	beloved	to	us	as	Makkah	and	even	more	so.	Make	its	climate	clear	and	bless	our	Saa’	and	Modd	(i.e.	measures	of	weight	for	food),	and	move	
its	fever	to	the	area	of	Juhfah”	Allaah	responded	to	the	supplication	of	the	Prophet	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam,	and	fever,	which	was	one	of	the	famous	
diseases	of	Madeenah,	shifted	to	the	area	of	Juhfah.”	
	 One	should	not	curse	fever,	as	it	is	man’s	share	of	Hell	and	is	a	means	by	which	Allaah	expiates	sins.	The	Prophet	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam	
forbade	cursing	it,	saying:	“Do	not	curse	it,	as	it	expiates	sins.”
	 Incidentally,	Imaam	Ibn	Al-Qayyim,	may	Allaah	have	mercy	upon	him,	mentioned	that	fever	is	to	be	treated	by	means	of	cold	water	for	three	
consecutive	days	just	before	dawn,	and	this	is	also	a	well	known	method	of	treatment	in	modern	medicine.
 

Being wary of our odour during hot seasons
	
A	Muslim	must	be	heedful	of	his	fellow	Muslims	and	ensure	that	he	does	not	get	a	bad	odour	as	a	result	of	the	summer	heat.	During	the	summer	it	is	likelier	
for	a	person	to	sweat	and	thus	develop	a	very	bad	smell	if	he	fails	to	wash	himself	and	change	his	clothes	regularly.	
	 ‘Ikrimah,	may	Allaah	have	mercy	upon	him,	narrated:	“A	group	of	people	from	Iraq	came	to	Madeenah	and	questioned	Ibn	‘Abbaas,	saying:	̀ O	Ibn	
‘Abbaas!	Do	you	rule	the	Ghusl	(i.e.	ritual	bath)	on	the	day	of	Friday	(before	the	sermon)	as	mandatory?`	He,	may	Allaah	be	pleased	with	him,	responded:	
`No,	but	it	is	purity	and	is	(therefore)	better	for	the	one	who	performs	it.	I	will	tell	you	how	the	legislation	of	Ghusl	came	about:	The	poor	inhabitants	of	
Madeenah	would	wear	woollen	clothes	and	toil	very	hard.	The	mosque	was	very	small	with	a	low	ceiling	made	of	tree	branches.	One	hot	day,	the	Prophet	
sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam	came	out	while	these	people	were	sweating	profusely	due	to	the	type	of	clothes	they	were	wearing	and	a	very	bad	smell	
emanated	from	them,	to	the	extent	that	it	offended	others.	When	the	Prophet	sallallaahu	‘alayhi	wa	sallam	smelt	this,	he	said:	“O	people!	On	this	day	
(i.e.	Friday)	you	need	to	perform	Ghusl	and	each	of	you	should	use	the	best	perfume	he	has.”`”
	 Based	on	the	above	narration,	some	of	the	scholars	ruled	that	performing	a	Ghusl	on	the	day	of	Friday	(i.e.	before	the	sermon)	is	mandatory	
upon	those	who	have	a	bad	smell	emanating	from	them,	otherwise	they	will	be	sinning.	Others	hold	the	opinion	that	it	is	mandatory	upon	everybody	who	
will	attend	the	Friday	prayer	and	sermon.

	

A Summer Reminder



Is it permissible to fast after halfway through Sha’baan? Because I heard 
that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) forbade fasting 
after halfway through Sha’baan.
Praise	be	to	Allaah.			
Abu	Dawood	(3237),	al-Tirmidhi	(738)	and	Ibn	Naajah	(1651)	narrated	from	Abu	
Hurayrah	(may	Allaah	be	pleased	with	him)	that	the	Messenger	of	Allaah	(peace	
and	blessings	of	Allaah	be	upon	him)	said:	“When	Sha’baan	is	half	over,	do	not	
fast.”	Classed	as	saheeh	by	al-Albaani	in	Saheeh	al-Tirmidhi,	590.	
This	 hadeeth	 indicates	 that	 it	 is	 not	 allowed	 to	 fast	 after	 halfway	 through	
Sha’baan,	 i.e.,	 starting	 from	the	 sixteenth	day	of	 the	month.	But	 there	are	
reports	that	indicate	that	it	is	permissible	to	fast	at	this	time.	For	example:	
Al-Bukhaari	(1914)	and	Muslim	(1082)	narrated	that	Abu	Hurayrah	(may	Allaah	
be	pleased	with	him)	 said:	The	Messenger	 of	Allaah	 (peace	and	blessings	 of	
Allaah	be	upon	him)	said:	“Do	not	anticipate	Ramadaan	by	fasting	one	or	two	
days	before	it	begins,	but	if	a	man	habitually	fasts,	then	let	him	fast.”	
This	 indicates	 that	 fasting	after	halfway	 through	Sha’baan	 is	permissible	 for	
someone	who	has	the	habit	of	fasting,	such	as	a	man	who	regularly	fasts	on	
Mondays	and	Thursdays,	or	who	fasts	alternate	days,	and	the	like.	
Al-Bukhaari	(1970)	and	Muslim	(1156)	narrated	that	‘Aa’ishah	(may	Allaah	be	
pleased	with	her)	said:	“The	Messenger	of	Allaah	(peace	and	blessings	of	Allaah	
be	upon	him)	used	to	fast	all	of	Sha’baan,	he	used	to	fast	Sha’baan	except	a	
few	days.”	This	version	was	narrated	by	Muslim.	
Al-Nawawi	said:	In	the	words,	“He	used	to	fast	all	of	Sha’baan,	he	used	to	fast	
Sha’baan	except	a	few	days”	the	second	phrase	explains	the	first,	and	indicates	
that	the	word	“all”	means	“most	of”.	
This	 hadeeth	 indicates	 that	 it	 is	 permissible	 to	 fast	 after	 halfway	 through	
Sha’baan,	but	only	for	those	who	are	continuing	after	fasting	before	halfway	
through	the	month.	The	Shaafa’is	followed	all	of	these	ahaadeeth	and	said:	
It	 is	not	permissible	to	fast	after	halfway	through	Sha’baan	except	for	those	
who	 have	 a	 habitual	 pattern	 of	 fasting,	 or	who	 are	 continuing	 after	 fasting	
before	halfway	through	the	month.	
According	to	most	of	the	scholars,	the	prohibition	here	means	that	it	is	haraam.	
See	al-Majmoo’,	6/399-400;	Fath	al-Baari,	4/129	
Some,	 such	 as	 al-Ruyaani,	 suggested	 that	 the	 prohibition	 here	 is	 to	 be	
understood	as	meaning	that	it	is	makrooh,	not	haraam.	
Al-Nawawi	 (may	Allaah	have	mercy	on	him)	 said	 in	Riyaadh	al-Saaliheen	 (p.	
412):	“Chapter	on	the	prohibition	on	anticipating	Ramadaan	by	fasting	after	
halfway	 through	 Sha’baan,	 except	 for	 one	 who	 is	 continuing	 after	 fasting	
before	halfway	through	the	month	or	who	has	a	regular	pattern	of	fasting	such	
as	fasting	on	Mondays	and	Thursdays”.	
The	majority	of	scholars	are	of	the	view	that	the	hadeeth	which	forbids	fasting	
after	halfway	through	Sha’baan	is	da’eef	(weak),	and	based	on	that	they	said	
that	it	is	not	makrooh	to	fast	after	halfway	through	Sha’baan.	
Al-Haafiz	said:	The	majority	of	scholars	said	that	it	is	permissible	to	observe	
voluntary	fasts	after	halfway	through	Sha’baan	and	they	regarded	the	hadeeth	
concerning	that	as	da’eef.	Ahmad	and	Ibn	Ma’een	said	that	it	is	munkar.	(From	
Fath	al-Baari).	Among	those	who	classed	it	as	da’eef	were	al-Bayhaqi	and	al-
Tahhaawi.	
Ibn	Qudaamah	said	in	al-Mughni	that	Imam	Ahmad	said	concerning	this	hadeeth:	
It	is	not	sound.	We	asked	‘Abd	al-Rahmaan	ibn	Mahdi	about	it	and	he	did	not	
class	it	as	saheeh,	and	he	did	not	narrate	it	to	me.	He	used	to	avoid	talking	
about	this	hadeeth.	Ahmad	said:	al-‘Ala’	is	thiqah	and	none	of	his	ahaadeeth	
are	regarded	as	munkar	apart	from	this	one.	
The	al-‘Ala’	referred	to	here	is	al-‘Ala’	ibn	‘Abd	al-Rahmaan	who	narrated	this	
hadeeth	from	his	father	from	Abu	Hurayrah	(may	Allaah	be	pleased	with	him).	
Ibn	 al-Qayyim	 (may	 Allaah	 have	 mercy	 on	 him)	 responded	 in	 Tahdheeb	 al-
Sunan	to	those	who	classed	this	hadeeth	as	da’eef	and	said	that	this	hadeeth	
is	 saheeh	according	 to	 the	conditions	of	Muslim.	Even	 though	al-‘Ala’	 is	 the	
only	one	who	narrated	this	hadeeth,	that	is	not	regarded	as	detrimental	to	the	
hadeeth,	because	al-‘Ala’	is	thiqah;	in	his	Saheeh,	Muslim	narrated	a	number	of	
ahaadeeth	from	him,	from	his	father	from	Abu	Hurayrah	(may	Allaah	be	pleased	
with	him).	Many	Sunnahs	are	narrated	from	the	Prophet	(peace	and	blessings	of	
Allaah	be	upon	him)	only	through	one	person	who	is	thiqah,	but	they	have	been	
accepted	and	followed	by	the	ummah.	Then	he	said:	With	regard	to	those	who	
think	that	there	 is	a	contradiction	between	this	hadeeth	and	the	ahaadeeth	
which	speak	of	fasting	in	Sha’baan,	there	is	no	contradiction.	Those	ahaadeeth	
speak	of	fasting	half	of	it	along	with	the	previous	half,	and	of	habitual	fasting	
during	the	second	half	of	the	month,	whereas	the	hadeeth	of	al-‘Ala’	speaks	
of	the	prohibition	on	fasting	deliberately	only	after	the	month	is	halfway	over,	
not	about	fasts	that	a	person	observes	regularly	or	that	are	a	continuation	after	
fasting	during	the	first	part	of	the	month.	
Shaykh	Ibn	Baaz	(may	Allaah	have	mercy	on	him)	was	asked	about	the	hadeeth	
which	says	that	fasting	after	halfway	through	Sha’baan	is	not	allowed.	He	said:	
This	 is	 a	 saheeh	 hadeeth	 as	 Shaykh	 Naasir	 al-Deen	 al-Albaani	 said.	What	 is	
meant	is	that	it	is	not	allowed	to	start	fasting	after	halfway	through	the	month.	
But	if	a	person	fasts	most	or	all	of	the	month,	then	he	is	following	the	Sunnah.	
Majmoo’	Fataawa	al-Shaykh	Ibn	Baaz,	15/385).	
Shaykh	Ibn	‘Uthaymeen	said	in	his	commentary	on	Riyaadh	al-Saaliheen	(3/394):	
Even	if	the	hadeeth	is	saheeh,	the	prohibition	in	it	does	not	mean	that	this	is	
haraam,	rather	it	is	simply	makrooh,	as	some	of	the	scholars	have	understood	
it	to	mean.	But	whoever	has	the	habit	of	fasting	regularly	should	fast,	even	if	
it	is	after	halfway	through	Sha’baan.	
In	 conclusion:	 It	 is	 not	 allowed	 to	 fast	 during	 the	 second	 half	 of	 Sha’baan,	
and	that	is	either	makrooh	or	haraam,	except	for	the	one	who	has	the	habit	
of	fasting	regularly	or	who	is	continuing	after	fasting	during	the	first	half	of	
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Sha’baan.	And	Allaah	knows	best.	The	reason	for	this	prohibition	is	that	
continually	fasting	may	make	a	person	too	weak	to	fast	in	Ramadaan.	
If	it	is	said	that	if	he	fasts	from	the	beginning	of	the	month	he	will	become	
even	weaker,	the	response	is	that	whoever	fasts	from	the	beginning	of	
Sha’baan	will	have	gotten	used	to	fasting	so	it	will	be	less	difficult	for	
him	to	fast.	
Al-Qaari	said:	The	prohibition	here	means	that	it	is	disliked,	as	a	mercy	
to	this	ummah	lest	they	become	too	weak	to	fulfil	their	duty	of	fasting	
during	 Ramadaan	 in	 an	 energetic	 fashion.	 But	 those	 who	 fast	 all	 of	
Sha’baan	will	become	used	to	fasting	so	it	will	not	be	difficult	for	them.	
And	Allaah	knows	best.

Delaying making up Ramadaan fasts until the next Ramadaan begins 
I did not fast some days in Ramadaan because of my period. This 
happened a few years ago, and I have not fasted these days until now. 
What do I have to do?.
	
The	imams	are	agreed	that	whoever	does	not	fast	some	days	of	Ramadaan	
has	to	make	up	those	days	before	the	next	Ramadaan	comes.	
They	quoted	as	evidence	for	that	the	hadeeth	narrated	by	al-Bukhaari	
(1950)	 and	Muslim	 (1146)	 from	 ‘Aa’ishah	 (may	Allaah	 be	 pleased	with	
her)	who	said:	“I	used	to	have	fasts	that	I	still	owed	from	Ramadaan,	and	
I	could	not	make	them	up	until	Sha’baan,	and	that	was	because	of	the	
position	of	the	Messenger	of	Allaah	(peace	and	blessings	of	Allaah	be	upon	
him)	[as	a	husband].”	
Al-Haafiz	said:	It	may	be	understood	from	her	keenness	to	fast	them	in	
Sha’baan	that	it	is	not	permissible	to	delay	making	up	fasts	until	the	next	
Ramadaan	 begins.	 If	 a	 person	 delays	making	 up	 fasts	 until	 Ramadaan	
begins,	one	of	the	following	two	scenarios	must	apply.		
1	–	The	delay	is	for	a	reason,	such	as	being	sick	and	the	sickness	lasting	
until	 the	 following	 Ramadaan	 begins.	 There	 is	 no	 sin	 on	 a	 person	 for	
delaying	in	this	case,	because	he	has	an	excuse,	and	he	only	has	to	make	
up	the	days	missed.	So	he	should	make	up	the	number	of	days	that	he	
did	not	fast.	
2	–	There	is	no	reason	for	the	delay,	such	as	when	a	person	was	able	to	
make	up	the	fasts	but	he	did	not	do	so	before	the	following	Ramadaan	
began.	
This	person	is	sinning	by	failing	to	make	up	the	fasts	with	no	excuse.	The	
imams	are	agreed	that	he	must	make	up	the	fasts,	but	they	differed	as	
to	whether	along	with	making	up	the	fasts	he	must	also	feed	one	poor	
person	for	each	day	or	not.	
Maalik,	al-Shaafa’i	and	Ahmad	said	that	he	must	feed	a	poor	person,	and	
they	quoted	as	evidence	for	that	the	reports	narrated	from	some	of	the	
Sahaabah	such	as	Abu	Hurayrah	and	Ibn	‘Abbaas	(may	Allaah	be	pleased	
with	them).	Imam	Abu	Haneefah	(may	Allaah	have	mercy	on	him)	was	of	
the	view	that	he	does	not	have	to	feed	a	poor	person	as	well	as	making	
up	the	fasts.	He	quoted	as	evidence	the	fact	that	Allaah	commands	the	
one	who	does	not	fast	 in	Ramadaan	only	to	make	up	the	missed	fasts,	
and	He	did	not	mention	feeding	a	poor	person.	Allaah	says	(interpretation	
of	the	meaning):	“and	whoever	is	ill	or	on	a	journey,	the	same	number	
[of	days	which	one	did	not	observe	Sawm	(fasts)	must	be	made	up]	from	
other	days”	[al-Baqarah	2:185]	See	al-Majmoo’,	6/366;	al-Mughni,	4/400	
This	second	view	was	also	favoured	by	Imam	al-Bukhaari	(may	Allaah	have	
mercy	on	him).	He	said	in	his	Saheeh:	Ibraaheem	(i.e.,	al-Nakha’i)	said:	
If	a	person	neglects	(to	make	up	missed	fasts)	until	the	next	Ramadaan	
comes,	he	should	fast	the	missed	days	of	both	months.	But	he	did	not	
think	that	he	has	to	feed	a	poor	person.	There	was	also	a	mursal	report	
from	Abu	Hurayrah	and	Ibn	‘Abbaas	which	says	that	he	should	also	feed	a	
poor	person.	Then	al-Bukhaari	said:	But	Allaah	does	not	mention	feeding	
a	poor	person,	rather	He	says	(interpretation	of	the	meaning):	
“…the	 same	number	 [of	 days	which	 one	did	 not	 observe	 Sawm	 (fasts)	
must	be	made	up]	from	other	days”	[al-Baqarah	2:185]	
Shaykh	 Ibn	 ‘Uthaymeen	 (may	 Allaah	 have	 mercy	 on	 him)	 said,	 when	
noting	that	it	is	not	obligatory	to	feed	a	poor	person:	
With	 regard	 to	 the	 words	 of	 the	 Sahaabah,	 their	 use	 as	 evidence	 is	
subject	to	further	discussion	if	it	goes	against	the	apparent	meaning	of	
the	Qur’aan.	In	this	case,	saying	that	it	is	obligatory	to	feed	a	poor	person	
goes	against	the	apparent	meaning	of	the	Qur’aan,	because	Allaah	only	
enjoined	making	up	the	same	number	from	other	days,	and	He	did	not	
mention	more	than	that.	Based	on	this,	we	should	not	oblige	the	slaves	
of	Allaah	to	do	any	more	than	they	need	to	fulfil	their	duty.	But	what	
was	narrated	from	Ibn	‘Abbaas	and	Abu	Hurayrah	may	be	interpreted	as	
referring	to	what	is	mustahabb,	not	what	is	obligatory.	The	correct	view	
with	regard	to	this	issue	is	that	a	person	does	not	have	to	do	anything	
more	than	making	up	the	missed	fasts,	but	he	is	sinning	if	he	delays	doing	
so.	Al-Sharh	al-Mumti’,	6/451.	
Based	on	this,	then	what	is	obligatory	is	to	make	up	the	fasts	only,	but	if	
a	person	wants	to	be	on	the	safe	side	and	feed	one	poor	person	for	each	
day	missed,	then	that	is	good.	
The	woman	who	asked	this	question	–	if	she	delayed	making	up	the	fasts	
with	no	excuse,	has	to	repent	to	Allaah	and	resolve	not	to	repeat	this	
mistake	in	the	future.	
And	Allaah	is	the	One	Whom	we	ask	to	help	us	to	do	that	which	He	loves	
and	which	pleases	Him.	
And	Allaah	knows	best.	
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...continue from page 7Your Children: A Blessing and a Capital if Invested Islamically
matter	and	not	 important.	They	spend	 lots	of	 time	busying	 themselves	with	worldly	affairs	 such	as	money,	wealth	and	power	 instead	of	
concentrating	on	raising	their	children	Islamically	and	correctly.		Al-asfahani	said	that	the	King	Al-Mansour	asked	some	prisoners	“What	was	
the	hardest	thing	you	encountered	while	in	prison?	They	replied	“The	time	we	lost	that	we	could	have	used	to	teach	our	children.”	Some	of	us	
today	may	not	be	in	prison	with	guard	s	and	locks,	but	they	may	be	in	their	own	imposed	prison	also	known	as	WORK	to	catch	and	materialize	
the	American	Dream!
If	we	do	not	do	that,	not	only	we	would	have	betrayed	Allah	(Subhanahu	Wa	Taala)		in	what	he	entrusted	us	with	(our	children)	but	also	we	will	
not	expect	to	get	any	reward	from	this	precious	capital	that	we	have	wasted	AND		we	will	expect	severe	punishment	from	Allah	(Subhanahu	
Wa	Taala)	who		said	“O	you	who	believe!	Ward	off	from	yourselves	and	your	families	a	Fire	(Hell)	whose	fuel	is	men	and	stones.”	[Quran	66	
verse	6].
We	ask	Allah	(Subhanahu	Wa	Taala)	to	help	us	to	raise	our	children	on	the	most	blessed	and	praiseworthy	of	characteristics.		We	ask	Allah	
(Subhanahu	Wa	Taala)			to	also	help	us	to	educate	ourselves	so	we	can	educate	our	children.	May	Allah	guide	us	all	(Ameen).	
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and	has	taken	away	the	milk	but	he	will	not	be	able	to	drink	it.
And	the	hour	will	be	established	before		a	man	repairing	a	tank,	for	his	livestock,	is	able	to	water	his	animals	in	it,	and	the	hour	will	be	
established	when	a	person	has	a	morsel	of	food	to	his	mouth	but	will	not	be	able	to	eat	it.
	 Al	Quraan	alkareem	and	the	Sunnah	of	the	prophet	(Saaw)	bring	nothing	but	rationality	,	logic,	facts,	and	their	ability	to	correctly	
discuss	events	of	the	past,	present,	and	the	future,	from	the	time	of	creation	to	its	ultimate	end.	The	creation	of		the	universe	and	its	collapse	
is	exclusive	to	the	Quraan	alone.	No	other	divine	scripture	even	remotely	talked	about	it.		The	case	of	the	cosmos	is	an	open	and	closed	case.	
When	it	all	began	and	continued	on	moving	and	expanding	,	the	universe	as	a		created	one	by		THE	ONE,	THE	SINGULAR(AHAD),	at	a	speed	close	
to	that	of	the	speed	of	light,	the	end	will	once	again	be	drawn	back	into	the	abyss	which	we	call	black	hole.	The	creator	of	time	and	space	,	
the	heavens	and	the	earth	and	what	is	in	between,	who	is	definitely	independent	of	all		of	them	when	it	comes	to	his	being	will	once		again	
bring	us	to	a	different	dimension	with	measures	known	only	to	him	alone.
	 Next	time	you	sit	down	in	your	yard	stirring	your	favourit		cup	of	coffee	or	tea		and	adding	sugar	to	the	drink	try	to	understand	that	
the	swirling	motion	of	your	drink	is	due	to	the	expansion	and	the	stretching	of	space	around	you.	The	movement	of	your	lips,	your	heartbeat,	
your	breath	are	all	in	the	grasp	of	Allah	The	Creator	and	Sustainer	,	who	is	with	us	with	his	infinite	wisdom	and	knowledge.	All	that	took	place	
before	the	creation	of	the	universe	is	from	the	knowledge	of	the	unseen(Ghaib),	which	only	ALLAH	knows.	Our	intellect	is	not	capable	of	
realizing	and	comprehending	what	the	substance	of	matter	of	the	first	creation	was,	for	Allah’s	knowledge	is	not	known	to	us.	We	can	produce	
hypothesis	and	theories,	but	Allah	did	not	made	us	to	witness	his	first	creation.	”I	did	not	make	them	witnesses	of	the	creation	of	the	heavens	
and	the	earth,	nor	of	the	creation	of	their	own	selves;	and	I	would	not	have	taken	the	misguiders		as	assistants.”18:51.	The	Quraan	relies	on	
general	pointers	to	shed	light	on	matters	in	all	walks	of	life	.		To	improve	our	understanding	of	the	Quraan	and	the	sunnah	we	must	enhance	
our	knowledge	in	sciences	supporting	facts	and	predictions	by	the	two,	like	the	existence	of	other	universes	and	worlds.	This	requirement	is	
not	a	matter	of	comfort,	but	a	key	requisite	for	appreciating	our	religion.	(ALLAH	KNOWS	BEST)

The Big Bang, The Big Crunch, Black holes, and Judgment day ...continue from page 5


